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| Looking-glak 


FOR 


PERSECUTORS; 


CONTAINING 


Multitudes of EXAMPLES of 
Gad's Severe , but Righteous 
JuDGMENTS, upon bloody and merci- 
leſs Haters of his Children in all Times, 
from the beginning of the World to 
this preſent Age. 

COLLECTED 
Out of the Sacred Scriptures, and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Writers, both 
Ancient and Modern. 


By Sam. Clarke, Miniſter. | 


God judgeth the Righteous, and God # angry with the 
whictes every Day : If he turn not be will whet bie 
Sward : He bath bent bu Bow, and made it ready : 
He hath alſo prepared for him the Inſiruments of 
Death : He ordameth bis Arrows agaimfi the Per- 

ſecutars, Plal. 7. tr,n2,1;. 
——— - Cur —c——_————_—_—_—y dns 

Lou, Printed for Wiliam Miller, at the Sign of 


the Gilded Acorn, near the little Noxh 
Door in St. Pan's Church-Yard , 10694. 
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Chriſtian Reader. 
|| Know well that this is a vyi_s 


der Subje@ about which T am now 
writing. For, 


- The Ancients made 

Divine Revenge to be a Child of 
Night, 

Shut to the Earth, but ope* to Hea- 
vens light, 


There are two ſorts of Perſons which 
err about the Fudgments of God : The 
one of ſuch who will not take any no- 
tice of them, be they never ſo plain and 
conſpicuous. Of ſuch the Prophet com- 
plains, Efay 26. 11. Lord, when thy 

| A 3 Hand 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Hand is lifted up, they will not ſee: 
but they ſhall ſee. Theſe are ſiupid,and 
blockiſh Perſons : For ( ſaith the Pro- 
phet, verſe 9.) When thy Judgments 
are-in the Earth, the Inhabitants 
of the World will (or at leaſt ſhould) 
learn Righteouſneſs. The other ſort 


ave of ſuch #s are too Critical, and 


 ""*cenſoriows in judging of God's Provie 


dential Djſpenſations , as if they were 
puniſhments for ſin, when God hath 
other excellent ends in them : This 
was the fault of Chriit's Diſciples , 
John 9. 2. When they ſaw a man that 
was blind from his Birth : Maſter 
( ſay they) Who did (in ? This Man, 
or his Parents, that he was born 
blind 2 To whom our Saviour anſwe- 
red, Neither hath this Man finned, 
nor his Parents: But that the Works 
4 God ſhould be made manifeſt in 

im. 

But notwithitanding theſe Errors, 
both on the Right gnd Left Hand, there 
muſt be 4n humble, ſober, and prudent 


taking 


roo OO ——_—_— pm_ ras tht. 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


taking notice of God's Fudgments that 
we way make a right conſtrution of 
them. The Apoſile St. Paul, having 
recorded the nw uf Examples of 
God's wrath upon the ſinful l{raelites 
in the Wildernefi (1 Cor. 10. 5. &c. 

concludes (verſe 11.) Now all theſe 
things happened unto them for En- 


ſamples: And they are written for 


our admonition , upon whom the 
ends of the World are come. God 
himſelf alſo hath appointed the record- 
ing and obſervation of ſuch Judgments, 


. That all Iſrael may hear, and fear, 


and do no more any ſuch wicked- 
neſs, Dent. 13. 11, 

0bj. But do we not often ſee, that 
great and violent Perſecutors live 
long, and proſper in the World, as if 
they rather merited a reward, than 
procured God's wrath againſt them 
forit ? 

Anſ. It's true. 1. God's Judgments 
upon many Perſecutors are more ſpiri- 
tual, and ſo lefs conſpicuous, and viiible 

A 4 = 


Tathe Chriſtian Reader. 

#0 the eye of the World : As when God. 
gives thews wp to blindneſs of mind, 
hardneſs of heart, a cawterized conſci- 
ence, and 4 reprobate ſence, which of. 
all other Judgments are the moſt dreag- 

f#l, Hol. 4. 17. | 
2. All the while they eſcape with im- 
punity , they are but treaſuring up 
wrath agaiaſt the Day of wrath, and 
revelation: of the righteous Judg- 
ment of God , Rom. 2.5. Far it's a 
righteous thing with God to recom- 
nce tribulation to them that trou- 
le and perſecute his People , 2 Thel. 
IT. 6. Hence, Job 31.3. Is not de- 
ſtruction to the wicked? And a 
ſtrange puniſhment to the workers 
of iniquity ? God doth record and re- 
giſter ſuch wicked mens ſins againſt the 
— Day of Judgment. He writes them in 
.. @ Book with a Pen of Iron, and the 
. "Point of a Diamond, Jer. 17. t. He 
» ſeals them upin a Bag, Job 14. 17. As 
.@ Clerk of the Alſizes ſeals up the In- 
— die ments, and at the Ajſizes opens his 
B4g, 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, 


Bag,and produceth them, Deut.32.34. 

Tet God in all Ages hath taken ſome 
of theſe Perjecutors, and hung them up 
in Chains, 4s SpiGacles of his wrath, 
for a warning unto others. And hows 
foever ſuch , by reaſon of God's pati- 
ence and forbearance, may dream of 
impunity 5 yet let them know that 
Judgments are never nearer than when 
they are leaſt fearcd. A great Calm is 


many times the fore-runner of a Storm, }_ 
when men cry Peace,Peace, then comes © 


ſudden and ſwift deſtrution, 1 Theſ. 
5.3. When Agag /aid in his Heart, 


Surely the bitterneſs of Death is paſty” 


then came Samuel and hewed bin in 


pieces. When the Old World was eat- _ 
ing, drinking, buying, building, Perſt© 


cuting, and ſnorting in ſecurity ;, then 
came the Flood, and deſtrozed them-: 
When men be at cale in Ston, there is 4 
Wo denounced againſt them, Amos 6. 
1. tothe8. When men look at Judg- 
ments 4s a faroff, then God will defer 
no longer, Ezck.12. 27. 28. IWhen the 

Philiſtias 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


 Philiſtins wet together to be merry and 
to ſport themſelves with Sampſon , 
*%( whoſe eyes they had put out) he 
brought the Houſe upon their Heads, 
and ſlew them all. 
Now God executes Judgments upon 
Some wicked Perſecutors 5 but theſe are 
but Przludia futuri Judicii , Tokens 
and fore-runners of that Great and Ge« 
neral Judgment. Some are now puni- 
ſhed ( ſaith one) as the Old World, 
Sodom, Egypt, Jeruſalem, &c. hat 
we may know that there is a Providence 
taking notice of all : Tet all are not 
puniſhed, that we may know there 3s a 
|| -»» Judgment to come,to which the wicked 
| are reſerved, 2 Pet. 2. 10. Here God's 
way is in the Clouds.we ſee not the rea» 
ſon of many things, but then his Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs ſhall be gloriouſly ap- 
parent to all the World, Rev.2. 5. Here 
they live longeſt, many times, that de- 
> ſerve nat to live at all, Job 21. 7. The 
; Iſraelites are oppreſſed whilſt the Ee 
gyptians /ive at caſe, Good David is 
| in 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


ins want, and perſecuted, whilſt wicked 
Nabal abounds. Sion is oft Captive to 
Babylon ? But there is another Day, 
and another reckoning . when all ſhall” ; 
be ſet to Rights : When the Righteous 
ſhall rejoyce , and the wicked ſhall 
mourn, Eſay 65. 13, 14. God will not 
alwayes fe his Jewels to be tramp- 
led in the Dirt under the feet of Pride 
and Malice ; bat he will vindicate the 
injuries that are now done unto them, 
Luke 18. 7. Now men curſe, but Chriſt 
will then receive ſuch, with a Come ye 
Bleſſed of my Father, &c. 1/411h.25. 


Fl 

: O how ſingularly fooliſh than are you, 
that ſeek to root out, and torid the 
Saints out of the World , as the Hea- 
then Emperors did. Theſe reſemble the 
Stag in the Emblem, that fed upon the 
Leaves, which hid hin: from the Hunts 
er. And Sampſon-lize , by pulling _-- 
down the Pillars, they bring the Honje 
upon their own Heads. 
But I will enlarge wo further. If 

{ through 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


( through God's Bleſſing ) this little 
Book may prove uſeful to the deterring 
of wicked and malevolent ſpirits from 
all kinds of Perſecution, though but in 
Words and Geitures , Elay 57.3, 4+ 
and 10 the encouraging of the Godly 
Perſecuted , to bear their ſufferings 
meekly,referring their cauſe wholly un- 
to God,who ſaith, Vengeance is mine 3 
I will repay, ſaith the Lord, Row. 12. 
19. I have mine end, 


Who am 
From my Study in Thy Friend and Ser- 
Hammerſmith , 
April 14.1674, vant to thy Faith 


Sam. Clarke. 


God's 


SOS: 
God's Judgments 


PERSECUTORS 


Recorded in the 
Books of the OIdT eftament. 


A He firſt Perſecutor and Mur- 
therer was the Devil.as our 
Saviour Chriſt teſtifies ., 
(0 Fobn 8. 44. He was a Mur- 
OD therer from the Beginning : 
He murther'd the Souls(the 
moſt Noble and Divine part) of our Fir 
Parents, and in them of all their Poſterity, 
had not God ( of his infinite goodnels and 
mercy ) made a Balſom of the Blood of 
Chriſt , for the healing of that deadly” 
wound, 
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wound. Sce the Devil's puniſhment for it, 
Gen. 3.15. 

2. The two firſt men that were born into 
the World were Cain and Abel, and long 
they had not lived together before Cain, 
when they were inthe Field together oſt np 
areirt his Brother Abel, and ſlew him, Gen. 
4.8. And wherefore ſlew he him ? Becauſe 
bis own works were evil , and bis Brothers 
Ri7bteons, 1 John 3. 12. But the righteous 
God would not ſuffer him to go away 
with impunity. For faith God to him, 
Gcn. 4. 12. When thou tileſt the Ground, it 
fell wot henceforth yield unto thee ber 
trength, A Fugitive and a Vagabond ſhalt 
tha be in the Earth ;, In which condition 
he ſuffered many Thouſand Deaths ( by 
reaſon of his Horrors and terrors of Con= 
Fcience) befote he came to die, as is implied, 
verle 14. From thy Face ſpall T be bid, and I 
fhall be a Fugitive and a Vagabond in the 
Earth, and it ſhall come to paſs that every one 
that findeth me ſhall ſlay me. 

3. Though the Scripture mentions par- 
ticularly no other Perſecution before the 
Flood, yet Gen. 6. 11. It's aid , The Earth 
was corrupt before God , and the Earth wa 
filed with Violence : which Violence cer- 

tainly was chiefly pradtiſed by the wicked 


Cainttes 


| fox Perſecutors, 3 
Cainites againſt the Church of Gecd : For 
which Sin ( among others ) God brought 
that General Deluge which deſtroyed them 
all, Ge, 6. 13. God faid unto Noab : The 
end of all Fleſh is come before me : For the 
Earth is filed with violence through them : 
And behold I will defiroy them with the 
Earth, 

4. When the world was reduced to a very 
{mall number, yet then had Satan a wicked 
Ham to perſecute and mock his godly aged 
Father; for which he was curſed, and his 
Poſterity doomed to bondage and fſervi- 
tude, Gen. 19. 25, 26, 27. Curſed be Cana- 
an: A Servant of Servants ſhall be be to bis 
Brethren, &c, 

5. In holy Abraham's Family there was 
a Perſccuting Iſhmael , as the Apoſtle Part 
teſtifies, Gal. 4.29. He that was born after 
the fleſh perſecuted him that was born &fter 
the Spirit : But though he was Abraham's 
Son, God would not ſuffer this Sin to go 
unpuniſhed : For, verſe 30. What ſzith 
the Scripture ? Caſt out the Bond-woman and 
her Som: For the Son of the Bond-woman 
ſhell not be Heir with the Son of the Free- 
woman, And, ſure it was no ſma!) puniſh- 
ment to be caſt out of the Church ot Gcd, 
and not to be ſuffered to partake of the 

Blcſhngs 
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Bleſlings promiſed thereunto. 

6. When the Church of God, the Child- 
ren of Iſrael were in Egypt, they were Per- 
ſecuted by Pharaob King of Egypt, and his 
People, who ſet over then Terkmaſters to 
afflict them with their burdens, Exod. 1.11. 
thinking thereby- to cat them up and wear 
them out: And when that prevailed not, 
they made them ſerve with rigor, and they 
made their Lives bitter with hayd Bondage 
in Mortar , and in Brick,, and in all max- 
ner of Service in the Field: all the Ser- 
vice wherein they made them ſerve, wa 
with rigor , verſe 13. 14. And when yet 
they ſtill multiplied, the King commanded 
the Midwives, Siphrz and Pxah , when 
they did the Office of « Midwife to the He- 
brew women, and ſaw them upon the Stools, 
if they were delivered of a Sox, they ſhould 
preſently kill bim, verſe 15. 16. And when 
theſe Midwives neglected his commands, 
he charged all his People that every Son that 
was born to the1(raclites , ſhould be cajt into 
the River Nilus, verſe 22, 

7. And when God (ent Moſes irfto Egypt 
to deliver his People out of the Houſe of 
Bondage , Pharaoh raged more againlt 
them : He caufed Straw to be taken from 
them. and yt the aumber of Bricky to be con- 

tinued ; 


fox Perſecutots. 5 
tinued ; and when that task was not done, 
the Officers of the Children of Iſrael were 
cruelly beaten, Exod. 5. 14. But the Ju- 
ſtice of God ſlept not all this while : They 
had ſhed the Blood of the People of God, 
and God turned all their Waters into 
Blood : They had killed all the Males of 
the Iſraelites , and God's deſtroying Angel 
killed all their firſt-born : They had 
drowned Multitudes in the River , and 
Pharaoh and his Army were all drowned 
in the Red Sea, 


Pena venit gravior quo mage ſera venit, 


Tuſtice though ſlowly, yet doth ſurely tread, 
And ſtrikes with Iron though ſhe walks with 
Lead. 


8. Saul the firſt King of Iſrael was 2 
cruel Perſecutor of David, and the Prieſts 
oft the Lord 3 of whom (upon a falſc ſug- 
* geltion) he ſlew fourſcore and five Perſons 
that did wear alinnen Ephod ;, and not fa- 
tihed with their Blood , he went to Nob, 
the City of the Prieſts, and ſmote it with 
the Ez of the Sword, both Men and Women, 
Children and Sucklings, and Oxen, and Aſſes, 
and Sheep, 1 Sam, 22.18, 19, But ſce the 

B end 4 
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end : His Country bcing invaded by the 
Philiſtins , he goes to the Witch of Endor, 
where he complained to the Devil in Sa- 
muePs Mantle, that God had forſaken bim 
when he was ſore diſtreſſed by the Philiſtins, 
and anſwered him no more , neither by Pro- 
phets, nor by Preams, 1 Sam. 28. 15. And 
a few dayes after , when he had lived to ſce 
his Army routed , three of his Sons lain, 
and himſelt forcly wounded, in deſpair he 
tell upon his own Sword, and dicd, 1 Sam. 


31 1,3:3, 4 hs 
9. Aſz (though a good King) being rc- 
proved by the Prophet Hanan, for relying . 
upon the King of Syria, and not upon the 
Lord his God, was wrath with him, and put 
him in Priſon, and oppreſſed ſome of the Peo- 
ple at the ſame time, 2 Chron.16.7,10, But 
God would not ſuffer this Sin to go un- 
puniſhed ; For , verſe 12. He was diſeaſed 
in bis Feet (probably of thc Gout,) and his 
diſeaſe was exceeding great, which in the end 
took away his Lite, 

10. King Ahab perſccuted the Prophet 
Micaiah., who dcalt plainly and faithtully 


with him, and ſent him to Amen the Go- 


vcrriour of the City, and to Joaſh the 
King's Son, ſaying, Pt this fellow 11 the Pri+ 
ſir , and feed him with Bread of afflidion, 

and 


8 @ vv =} ov 


= 


foz Herſecuto2s- 7 


41d with water of affliftion, until I returs in 
Peace , 2 Chron. 18, 26. But notwith- 
ſtanding all his Policy in diſguifing him» 
ſelf, he was ſlain in that Battle , verſe 33, 


34 

It. Jeſabel his Wife ſlew the Prophets 
of the Lord, 1 Kings 1S. 13. and perſecu- 
ted _ : But Jebu being made Kin 
when he was come to Fezreel , Tezahel 
painted ber Face, and tired ber Head, and 
looking out to Feb ſaid , Had Zimri peace 
that ſlew his Majter ? Febu ſecing her, com- 
manded her to be thrown down out of 
the Window, which was accordingly done 
by ſome of her own Servants 3 By the fall 
ſhe was ſlain, and trampled under Horſes 
feet, and her Body was torn, and devoured 
by Dogs, 2 Kings 9. 30, 33. 35: 

12, Manaſſe perſccuted the Ancient and 
Noble Prophet Iſziab, (who probably was 
of the Royal Blood ) for his free reproofs 
for all his wickedneſs, who thereupon 
cauſed him to be ſawn in ſunder with a 
wooden Saw (as Jeſephus ſaith :) But not 
long after the Lord breught upon him the 
Captains of the Hoſt of the King of Aſſy» 
ria, who took, Manaſſe among the Thorns, 
end bound bim in Fetters, and carried him 
to Babylon , where he was caſt into & 

B 2 Dwngeon, 


8 I Looking-Glaſs 

Dungeon , 2 Chron. 33. 11. 
13. The wicked Fews grievouſly per- | ? 
ſecured the Prophet Jeremiab : Firſt, they 
s ſmote him with the Tongue , Jerem. 18.18, 
Come, ſay they , Let us deviſe deviſes againjt 
Jeremiah Come and let us ſmite bim |} 1 
with the Tongue , and let us not give heed to | 
. any of bis Words. Afterwards Paſhnr the |} | 
| 
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Prieft , ſmote him, and put him in the 
Stocks; whereupon Jeremiah denounced 
this Judgment againſt him : The Lord hath 
ot called thy Name Paſhur , but Magor- 
miſſabib. For thus ſaith the Lord, I will make 
thee a terror to thy ſelf, and to all thy Friends, 
and they ſhall fall by the Sword of their Ene- 
mies, and their Eyes ſhall behold it. 

And thou Paſhur and all that are in thine 
Houſe ſhall go into Captivity, and thou ſhalt | 
come to Babylon , and their thou ſhalt die, 
Jercm. 20.2,3,4, 6. Which grievous threat | 
nings wcre without all queſtion performed, | 
14. Afﬀtcr this the Prieſts , and the Pro- 
phets, and all thc People took Feremiab,and 
ſaid, Thox ſhalt ſurely die,Jcr.26.8,To whom 
Jeremiah (aid, As for me,Bebold,T am in your 
Hand : Do with me as ſeemeth good wnto you : 
But know ye for certain, that if you put me 
to death, ye ſhall ſurely bring innocent Blood 
pon your ſelf , and upon this City, and upon 
the 
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the Inbabitants thereof, &vc. verſe 14, 15. 
15- When Feruſalem was beficged by Ne- 
buchadnezzar*s Army,King Zedekzab cauſed 
Feremiah to be caſt into Priſon for foretell- 
ing the deſtruction of Fernſalem,& the Cap- 
tivity of Zedekzjab, Jcr.z2.2,3.4c. But God 
ſuffered him not to go unpuniſhed. For not 
long after,the City(according to Feremiah's 
Prophecy ) was taken,8 Zedekzah was,in his 
flight, overtaken, and carricd to the King, of 
Babylon,who flew his Sons betore his cyes,6c 
that that dreadful fight might be the laſt 
thing that he ſhould ever ſce he immediatly 
put out his eyes, aud bound him with Chains, 
and carried him toBabylon, Fer.z9.5,6.,7.And 
Zedekiab's Princes,& Nobles,who had ſmit- 
ten Feremiah,and put him intoPriſon, Fer.37. 
15. & did afterwards caſt him into a Dunge- 
on, where he did ſtick in the mire, Fer.38.6. 
When the City was taken, thcy alſo being 
over-taken, were carricd to the King of B+ 
bylon, who flew them all, Ferem.3$. 6. 

16, Afterwards whcu the Pcoplc were 
carricd into Captivity, Jeremza being, (ac- 
cording to his own dctirc) Ictt in the Land 
of Fudz, he with the relt of the Pcople, 
was carricd perforce by Fohanan, and ſome 
other wicked Captains into Feypt , unto 
whom hc forctold that thcy ſhould their 
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periſh by the Sword, and by the Famine, 
and by the Peſtilence, for which plain and 
faithful dealing, they ſtoned him to Death 
(as Joſephus reports : ) But it was not long 
before Nebuchadnezzar came.and overcame 
the Egyptians, and plundered the Country, 
at which time thoſe Predictions of Jeremy 
were fulfilled upon his Perſecuting Ene- 
mies, Jerem.'43.6, 7. and 44-11, 12. Oc, ' 

17. And that the deſiruction of Feru- 
ſalem, and the Babyloniſh Captivity ( which 
continued ſeventy Years) was in a ſpccial 
manner inflicted upon them for their cry- 
ing ſin of perſecuting the Miniſters and 
. People of God, appears plainly , 2 Chron. 
16.17. Where it is faid : They mocked the 
Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, 


and miſuſed his Prophets, until the wrath of 


the Lord aroſe againſt his People, till there was 
no remedy, Therefore he brought upon then 
the: King of the Chaldees , who ſlew their 


young men with the Sword in the Houſe of | 


their Sanfuary , and had no compaſſion upo# 
Towung Man , or Maiden, Old Man, or bim 
that ſtoeped for Age, &c, 

18, During the Captivity, Haman the 
Agagite ( a deadly Encmy to the Church 
and Pcople of God ) had got a Dccrce trom 
Kivg Ahaſzerus, upon a ccrtain wy to 

aetrny, 


ES En. Do mm. oe - 


fox Perlecutors- wy 
deſtroy, to kill, and to cauſe to periſh all |ews 
both Toung and Old, little Children and Wo- 
mon, and to take the ſpoil of them for 2 prey, 
Eſther 3. 13. But God wonderfully de- 
feated this deſign , preſerved his People, 
and turned the Miſchict intended againlt 
them, upon their Encmies Patcs. For this 
wicked Haman was himſelf hanged upon 
the Gallows, fifty Cubits high, which he 
had prepared for Mordecay, Either 7. 9. B15 
ten Sons alſo were lain, Either g. 10. And 
all others that roſe vp againſt them» 

19. Sometime after the return of the 
Fews from the Babyloniſh Captivity, An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, or the Vile rather, was 2 
cruel and mercileſs Perſecutor of the God- 
ly among, them : But bcing, in firaits tor 
want of mony, he went into Perſiato ga- 
ther up ſomic: And bcing there, he heard 
that in a wealthy City, called Elymais, there 
was a very Rich Temple dedicated to Dia» 
a : Thithcer theretorc hc went, and be» 
licged it 3 But the Inhabitants, fallying, 
out, dravc him away with great {ſhame and 
loſs: And when hc came back to Babyloz 
he heard of the overthrow of his Cap- 
tains and Armics in Julzz: Which News 
(togethcr with his late deteat ) fo wrought 
upon him, that he tcl! tck, and finding no 
B 4 hope 
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hope of recovery, he called his moſt fami- 
liar Friends unto him, and told them that 
his Diſcaſe was violcnt and deſperate, and 
that he was juſtly Plagued by God , with 
this grievous Sickneſs, for that he had tor- 
mented the People of the Fews, deſtroyed 
their Temple and committed horrible Sa- 
crilege, and for contemning the Majeſty of 
of God : But now he Vowed , that it it 
would pleaſe the Lord to receive him , hc 
would become a Few, and do many great 
things for the People of God : As alſo that 
he would go through all the known World 
to declare the power of God : Notwith- 
ſtanding which (the Lord knowing his Hy- 
pocriſic ) continued to plague him after a 
very grievous and terrible manner. For hc 
had a remcdileſs and inceſſant pain in his 
Bowels, and intollerable torments in all his 
inward parts. His Body bred abundance 
of Worms, which continually crawled out 
of the fame: Yea. he {o rotted above 
ground, that whole flakes of flcſh tell from 
his Body, which was accompanicd with 
ſuch an intollerable ſtink that none werc 
able to come near him , neither could he 
himſclt endure the fame, which torccd him 
.. toſay, It s meet to ſubmit to God , and for 

Fan which is mortal, wot to ſet bimſelf in come 
[* titio#s 


Dent - 
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petition with God, Thus this vile Perſon, 
who formerly in a proud and infolent man- 
ner had Proteſtcd that he would make Je- 
ruſalem a common burying, place, and the 
Streets thereof to run with the blood of 
God's People, by God's juſt Judgment end- 
ed his lite in extream miſery in a Strange 
Land, upon the Mountains of Parats, ncar 
Babylon, 

20, Probably under him it was that the 
Saints endurcd molt of thoſe Perſccutions 
which are mentioncd by the Apoſile m that 
little Book, of Martyrs, Hcb. 11. 36, 37, 38» 
Others had trial of cruel mockings , and 
ſcourgings ;, yea, moreover of Bonds ., and im- 
priſoument. They were ſloned : they were 
ſawn aſunder ; were tempted , were ſlain 
with the Sword : They wandred about in 
Sheeprkins , and Goatshins , being deſtitute, 
afflicied, tormented : Of whom the World was 
not worthy : They waudred in Deſarts , and 
Mountains , and in Dens , and Caves of the 
Earth, 


Of God's Fudgments upon Perſecutors under 
the New Teſtament, 


Flerod , ſurnamed the Great , hcar- 

ing: by the Wife mc that camc our of 
! 

. , Ce . 
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the Eaſt, that there was one, who was born 
King of the Fews, and bcing informed by 
the Chief Prieſts and the Scribcs that the 
place of his Birth ſhould be Bethlem of F- 
dab , he ſent forth his Soldiers , and ( to 


.make ſure work) be ſlew all the Children that 


were in Bethlem, and in all the Coaſts thereof, 
from two years old and under, hoping therc- 
by to have deſtroyed Chrijt, But preſent- 
ly after, the Lord gave him over to a Spi- 
rit of Phrenſie, that he flew Maryamne, 


.. his Beloved Wife, and his Children (which 


made Argru'tus Ceſar ſay, That it was better 
to be Herod's Dog than his Son )and his 
neareſt Kinsfolk , and familiar Friends, 
And (ſhortly after, God's terrible Judgment 
fell upon him by a grievous Diſeaſe, which 
was a flack and flow Fire in his inward 
parts : Hc had alſo a greedy and Doglikc 
appetitcattcr Food , which yct was infati- 
able : He had'alfo a rotting in his Bowcls, 
and a gricvous Flux in his Fundament : A 
moilt and running humor in his Feet , and 
the like Malady vexcd him 2bout his Blad- 
dcr: His Privy Members putrihcd , cngen- 
dring abundance of Worms , which conti- 
nually crawled and ſwarmed out oft thc 
iame. He had a ſhort and a ſtinking Breath, 
wit! a great ,pain in breathing : Aud 

« through 


ough 
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through all the parts of his Body ſuch a 
violent Cramp , as no human {trength was 
able to endure. Yct longing attcr Life, he 
ſent for Phyſicians from all parts, by whoſe 
advice he went to the hot Baths at Calliree : 
But finding no eaſe by the uſc thereof, and 
his torments (till cncreaſing , he endeavou- 
red to lay violent Hands upon himſclf, had 
he not been prevented by his Fricnds about 
him and fo at latt (having had ſome fore- 
taſtes of the torments of Hcll) in extream 
anguiſh he ended his wretched Lite. 

22, Herod the Leſs, ſuruamed Antipas, 
having married the Daughtcr of Aretas , 
King of Arabia, atter a while, put her a- 
way, and took Herodis, who had forſaken 
her Husband Philip, Herod's Brother : For 
which Inccſtuous, and Adulterous Marri- 
age, John the Baptiſt plainly reproved him, 
ſaying , It is not lawful for thee to have ber, 
Matth, 14. 4. Hcreupon , at the inftigation 
of Herodixs, he tilt calt Jeb into Priſon, 
and afterwards cut off his Hcad. But the 
Lord ſuffered not this wicked Murther to 
go long unpuniſhed : For Aretas, raifing an 
Army againſt Herod , for his ignominious 
dealirg with his Daughter , in a pitch'd 
Battle, wholly overthrew him, and cut off 
his whole Hott, Aud not lory after Herod 

falling 
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falling into diſgrace with Auguſtus, the Ro- 
man Emptror, he, together with his Ince- 
ſtuous Herodias, were baniſhed to Viermne in 
France , where they ended thcir wretched 
lives with much ſhame and miſery, 

23. After this there arolc a third Herod, 
ſurnamed Aprippa, who (not taking warn- 
ing by his Predeceſſors calamitics ) fell to 
Perſecuting the Church of Chrit, and con- 
venting James the Brother of John, bcforc 
him, he condemned him to bc bcheadcd : 
And fſceing the Death of Fames pleaſcd 
the Jews, he took Peter alſo, and dclivercd 
him to four Duaterxians of Soldiers to keep 
bim in Priſon, intending after the Paſſovcr 
to put him to Death, Acts 12, 1.&c. But 
neither did this Bloody Perſccuting Herod 
eſcape any better than his Predeceſſors had 
done : For upon a great Feltival day, he 
being arraicd in 'glittering and Royal Ap- 
parel, Sat pon bis Throne, and malle an Ora- 
tion to the People , which being ended, the 
People gave a ſhout, ſaying, It i« the Voice of 
a God , and not of a Man : Whereupon the 
Angel of God's Immutability ſmote bim, and 
he was eaten of Worms , and gave up the 
Ghzſt, in the fifty fourth ycar of his Agc, 
and the Seventh of his Reign undcr Clay- 
dins Ceſar, | 

24, Now 
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24. Now the Sins of the Jews being 
ripe, eſpecially that heynous Sin of Perſe- 
cuting the Prophets, and Meſſengers of 
God 3 cricd aloud for Judgment (according 
as Chriſt had torctold them) Matth, 23. 34, 
35, 36. &c. Behold (faith he) I ſend unto 
you Prophets , and Wiſe men , and Scribes, 
and ſome of them you ſhall kill and crucifie, 
and ſome of them ye (hall ſcourge in your Sy- 
nagogues, and perſecute them from City to Ci= 
ty, that upon you may come all the righteous 
Blood ſhed upon the Earth from the Blood of 
the Righteous Abel, unto the Blood of Zacha- 
rias, Son of Barachias, whom ye ſlew between 
the Temple and the Altar: Verily I ſay unto 
yore all theſe things ſhall come upon this Gene= 
ration. And that you may know more par- 
ticularly what thoſe Judgments were, our 
Saviour Chriſt {cts them down, Matth. 23, 
38. Tour Houſe is left unto you deſolate ; 
And more plainly, Chap. 24. 21,22. Ther 
ſhall be great Tribulation , ſuch us was not 
from the beginning of the World to this time : 
No, nor ever ſhall be : And except thoſe Dayes 


(hould be (bortened , their ſhould no Fleſh (to 


wit, of the Jews ) be ſaved : But for the 
Elecis ſtke thoſe Dayes ſhall be ſhortened. 

25. Thelc Predictions of our Saviour 
were tulhlled by the Roman Armics under 


Veſpaſian, 


_ 
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Veſpaſian , and Titus his Son : For beſides 
the Aiflictions which befel them in divers 
other Countrics, being toſſed up and down 
by the Roman Deputies, there were ſlain in 
Ceſarea twenty thouſand in one day: At 
Alexandriz titty Thouſand another Day : 
At Zabulon and Foppa eight Thouſand and 
four Hundred : At Damaſcus ten Thou- 
ſand had thicir Throats cut. In the Siege of 


Fernſalem , they were ſo miſerably pinched 


with Famine, that Oxcn's Dung was ac- 
counted good meat : Others fed upon old 
Leather , and ſome Women boiled their 
own Children, and did cat them. Many 
hoping to fave their Lives by flying to the 
Romans, had thcir Bowels ript up, to ſearch 
for Gold and Jewcls in their Stomacks 
and Guts: Two Thouſand of them thus 
periſhed in one Night. Ninty ſeven Thou- 
fand of them were taken Priſoners (bclides 
what tell under the Sword ) when Jernſae 
lem was taken by Storm, and eleven Hun- 
dred Thouſand periſhed by the Sword, Fa- 
mine, and Pcſiilence, during the-Siege,and 
at the taking ot the City. Some of the 
Priſoners were carricd to Rome to grace 
their Triumph : Others were ſlain in di- 
vers Places at the Coyquerors. Will : Some 
were torn in pieces and devoured by wild 

Beaſts *: 
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Beaſts: Others were compellcd to march in 
Trodps againſt their Fellows,and to kill one 
another to make the Spectators ſport. The 
Reliques of this wretched People were dif- 
perſed into all Nations under Heaven, hav- 
ing no Magiſtrates of their own to prote& 
them 3; but were , and till are altogether 
at the will and diſcretion of the Lords of 
thoſe Countries where they ſojourn : So 
that no Nation under Heaven is fo vile and 
contemtible as the Jews. 

26. Yct here was not an end of their 
miſery : For in the Reign of the Emperor 
Trojan, theſe wretched People rebelled a- 
gainſt the Romens in Egypt and Cyprus, and 
talling upon the Inhabitants, uſed unheard- 
of crucltics towards them 3 whereupon 
Trajan ſent againſt them Martiws Turbo , 
who flew many Thouſands of them. And 
tearing leſt the Fews in Meſopotamia ſhonld 
break torth jnto the like Outrages, he 
commandcd Lucius £ #intus to detiroy them 
utterly , who ſo diligently cxccuted his 
Will, that the Emperor, to recompence his 
ſcrvice, made him Prefident of Judes. 
Dion, 

27. After him Adrian the Empcrour {cnt 
Servers his General againſt thcſc wretched 
Jews, who (by rcaſon of thcir multitude) 
: would 


20 AY Looking Glaſs 

would not tric it out in apitched 'Battle, 
but procceding more warily, and taking his 
opportunities, he by degrees, took fifty of 
thcir Strong, Caſtles, razed nine Hundred 
and fourſcore of their beſt Towns, and flew 
five Hundred and eighty Thouſand of them: 
Beſides multitudes that periſhed by Famine, 
Diſcaſcs and Fire, fo that almoſt all Judez 
was made deſolate; He alſo by an Edi& 
prohibited the Fews from coming near to 
Feruſalem, or trom any high place to look 
towards the ſame. Dion. 

28. Salmaticen(is teſtifieth that this A- 
drian deſtroyed twice as many Fews as Mo- 
fer brought out of Egypt. That he razed 
Feruſalem, and not far trom it , built ano- 
ther City , which after his own Name he 
called A:1i2, and over the Gates of it he 
placed Statacs of Swine, which'were faith- 
ful Porters to prohibit the Superſtitious 
Fews from entrance, 

29. St. Hierom tells us , that in his time, 
on that Day whercin Fer»ſalem was taken 
by the Romans, you might ſce decrepit wo- 
men, and old raggcd Women, and old rag- 
ged men , and many wretched People (but 
piticd of none) with blubbered checks , 
black Arms, diſhivelled Hair, howling, and 
lamenting tor the defolations of their San- 

Guary, 
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&tuary, in their Bodies and Habits, bearing 
and wearing the ſad CharaQters of Divine 
Vengeance, of whom alſo the Soldiers ex- 
a&cd their Fees for granting them liberty 
of farther weeping : So that they who for- 
merly ſold the Blood of Chriſt and his 
Members, were then fain to buy their own 
Tears; 


Gods Judgments on Perſerutors during the 
ten Primitive Perſecutions under the Hea- 
then Emperors, 


30. Nero ( that monſter of men ) that 
raiſed the firſt bloody Perſecution againſt 
the Chriſtians, cauſed them to be clad in 
the skins of wild Beaſts, and torn in pieces 


with Dogs : Others he Crucified : Of ſome 


he made Bone-fires to light him in his 
Night-{ports, In brief , ſuch horrible 
cruelties he uſcd againſt them, as made 
them to be pitied of their very Enemies, 
But God at laſt found out this wretched 
Perſccutor. For being adjudged by the 
Roman Senatc to b2 an-Enemy to mankind, 


he was condemned to be whip'd to Death z —” 


To avoid waich ſhameful end, he cut his 
own throat, 


31. Pomitiay the Author of the fecond 
C Pexſceutivn 


_ 
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Pexfccution againſt the Chriſtians, grew 
to that prodigious height of Pride, that 
he would be adored as a God : But God 
raiſed up his own houſhold Servants a- 
gainſt him, who ( by the conſent of his 
Wite ) flew him with Daggers in his privy 
Chamber, His Body was buricd without 
honour : His memory accurſed to all 


Poſterities, and his Arms, and Enfigns © 


were thrown down and defaced. 

32. Trajan, though a prudent Prince , 
and good civil Magiitrate, yet by the in- 
ſtization of Satan and his Inſtruments , 
raiſed the third Perſecution againſt the 
Church : For which the vengeance of God, 
and his heavy hand fell upon him. For 
frſt he fell into a grievous Palſic : then loſt 
the uſe of his Senſes: and laſtly fell into a 
Dropfie, and dyed in great anguiſh and 
miſery. 

33. Adrian, who raiſcd the fourth Per- 
ſecution, cauſing ten thouſand Chriſtians 
to be crucihed in Armenia, and afterwards 
ſtirred up a hot and cruel Perſecution a- 
gainſt them in other places, was ſtricken by 
God wich an iſſue of blood from his Lungs 
which exceedingly diſquieted and weaken- 
ed him: Then he fcll into a Conſumption 
of the Lungs, which he ſpat out _—_ 

ally 
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ally : And in the mean time he was afflited 
with an inſatiable Dropfie , whereupon , 
finding himſclf fo variouſly tormented, he 
would have taken Poiſon z or cut his throat 
with a Knife : But his Friends preventin 
him, he was forced to die a lingering w__ 
painful Death. 

34. Marcus Antonius Verws, who con» 
tinued the fourth Perſecution, exerciſing 
exceeding great cruelties againſt the Chrt» 
fiians in all parts of his Empire, eſpecially 
at Lions, and Viene in Dalphine : For which 
cauſe, the Lord ftruck him with a grievous 
Apoplexy, of which, after he had hain 
ſpeechleſs three days, he dyed. 

35. Comodus the Emperor, who contt 
nued alfo this fourth Perſecution againſt 
the Chriſtians, was given over to fuch abo- 
minable wickedneſs, that he .kept three 
hundred Concubines, and as many boys for 
unnatural and delectable uſes : and for his 
cruelty was poiſoned by his Friend Marcia, 
which cauſed him to fall into extreme and 
deadly vomiting, in which he was flain by 
Nareiſſis, one of his Chamberlains. 

36. Severus , the Author of the fifth 
Perſecution, never proſpered after he began 
the ſame, but fell mto diverſe calamities ; 
Ard at length was ſiricken by God with 

C 2 {uch 
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ſuch an extreme pain through all the parts 
of his Body, that being in miſery there- 
with, he would fain have poiſoned him- 
ſelf; but being prevented by his Friends, 
he dyed a languiſhing and painful death, 

37. Under him, Claudius Herminianus, 
Governour of Cappadocia ( out of hatred 
to his wife who wasa Chriſtian ) extreme- 
ly perſecuted, and afflicted many of Gods 
children : he was ſtricken by God with a 
Peſtilential Carbuncle , and had Vermine 
bred in his bowels which devoured him a- 
live, after a moſt horrible manner, which 
extorted a confeſſhon from him, that thoſe 
Plagues fell juſtly upon him for his perlc- 
cuting the Chriſtians. 

8. Maximianus the Empreor, who 
raiſed the ſixth Perſecution againſt the peo- 
ple of God, eſpecially againſt the Paſtors of 
the Church, was himſelt together with his 
Son ſlain by his own Soldiers. 

39. Decius who raiſed the ſcventh Per- 
(ccution, labouring by all means utterly to 
deſtroy the Church of Chrift, cxer- 
ciſing all the cruelty and torments that the 
wit of man could invent againſt them. 
For this cauſe God raiſcd up the Scythtans 
againſt him, who ina bloody battel, rout- 


cd and overthrew his Army, and himfelt, 
ard 
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and Son were cruelly ſlain: or as others 
ſay, to avoid falling into his Enemies 
hands, he leap'd his horſe into a Whirlpit, 
after which his body was never found. 

40. Preſently after the death of this Ty- 
rant, a grievous Plague and Peſtilence fell 
upon the bloody perſecuting Gentiles in e- 
very of the Roman Provinces, which laſt-- 
ing ten years together, made ſuch havock' 
among them, as 1s horrible to hear, and al- 
moſt incredible to believe. And it was ob- 
ſerved, that where the Emperors Edias 
had been put in Execution with moſt ſeve- 
rity, there it raged moſt, infomuch that 
many places became utterly deſolate. 

41. Gallus the Emperor who continued 
the ſeventh Perſecution, was himſelf with 
his Son f]ain by one of his own Captains. 

42. Valerian the Emperor, in the be- 
ginning of his Reign was very mild to- 
wards the Chriſtians : But afterwards ( bc- 
ing ſtirred up by the Devil and his Inftru- 
ments ) proved a terrible Perſecutor of 
them in all his Dominions : But not Tong 
after, he was overthrown by the Perſians in 
a bloody Battel z wherein himſclt was taken 
Priſoner, being ſeventy years old, and made 
{o vile a flave, that Sapores the King of 


{ Perſia, uſcd his back as a Block whercby 
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to mount on Horſe-back, and afterward 
he cauſed him to be flayed alive, and pow- 
dered with Salt, ſo that hedycd in cruel 
torments, Emnſebius. 

43. Claudixs a Preſident, and one of his 
Miniſters of cruelty, was poſſeſſed by the 
Devil, and ſo grievouſly tormented, that 
biting off his tongue in {mall bits, he dyed 
miſerably. This was the eighth Pcrſccu- 
tion, 

44. Axrelian who raiſcd the ninth Per- 
fecution, being about to ſend out an Edit 
for renewing, the Perſecution againſt the 
Chriſtians, as he was about to tign it, a 
Thunderbolt fell at his Fcet, which ſo ter- 
ried him, that for the preſent he forbore : 
But afterward, rencwing it again, God 
ſtirred up his Servants to cut his throat, 
Niceph, Eutropius, 

45. Diecleſian the Author of the tenth 
Perſecution, Firſt uſcd all Politick ways to 
cauſe all the Chriſtjans in his Armics to rc- | 
nounce their Faith. Then by Proclamas | 
tion he commanded all their Churches to be 
beaten down ;, their Biblcs to be burnt, or 
torn in pieces : That all Chriſtians in any | 
Office ſhould be cjected : That Chriſtian 
Bondmen who would forſake their Profeſ- 
ſion ſhould be made trcc : But when, not- 


Withs 
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withſtanding this, he ſaw that the number 
of Chriſtians till increaſed, being fatiated 
with blood, he reſigned, and gave over the 
Empire : But ſhortly after God iruck him 
with diverſe and ſtrange diſeaſes : His houſe 
was burnt down by Lightning trom Hea- 
ven: And himſclf was to affrighted with 2 
dreadtul Thunder that hc ran mad, and 
killed himſelt. Raffinu. 

46. Maximinian alſo, his Fellow-Emr 
peror raged exceeding cruelly, and outra- 
giouſly againſt the Chriſtians. For when 
twenty thouſand of them, upon a Solemn 
Feſtival Day,were aſſembled in a Temple at 
Nicomedia, to ſerve God, he cauſed it to be 
environed with ſome Bands of Soldiers, to 
be {ct on fire, and to be burnt with all that 
was in it. And a City of Chriſtians in 
Pbrygia, taking it after a long Siege, he 
cauſed 1t to be burnt, and razed to the 
ground, with all that were in it. But 
ſhortly after God firuck him with a gric- 
vous and incurable Diſcaſe, wherein Ver- 
min bred abundantly in his Body, which 
was accompanied with ſuch an horrible 


Atiok, that, not being able to endure it, he 


hanged himſelf. 
47. Maximinus that next ſuccecded in 
the Eaftern Empire, was a cruel and im- 
C4 placable 
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placable Perſecutor of the Saints. For 
which God firuck him with an uncoth and 
loathſome Diſeaſe. In his Privy Members 
there grew a ſudden putrefaction, and at 
the bottom of theſame there aroſe a botchy 
corrupt Bile, with a Fitula conſuming and 
eating up his Entrails, out of which came 
{warming and innumerable company of 
Lice, which was attended with ſuch a pe- 
ftiterous tink as none were able to abide it. 
And being a corpulent man, all his fat fo 
putriftied, and ftank ſo horribly, that ſome 
of his Phyſicians, not being, able to endure 
it, he commanded to be flain : and others 
ot them were cruelly put to dcath, becauſe 
they could not cure him. But at laſt bein 
told that it was Gods juſt revenging hand 
upon him for perſccuting his people, he 
ſeemed to relent, and commanded the Per- 
ſecution to ceaſe: and God was pleaſed in 
fome mcaſure to caſe him of his grievous 
tormcents. But about ſix months attcr, he 
ſent forth a new Proclamation for the uttcr 
rooting out of the very name of Chriſtians, 
whereupon his diſcaſe returned again, and 
aſſaulted him in greater extremity than bc- 
fore 3 {ov that his body bcing all rotten and 
full of corruption and worms, he dycd an 
accurſcd and miſcrab!e Death, Chryſoſtone 
| {aith 
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Gith, that the Apples of his eyes fell out 
before he dycd. 

48. Galerius a chiet Inſtrument of the 
Perſecution under Diocleſian fell into a grie- 
vous Diſeaſe : in the nether part of his bel 
ly there aroſe a ſpreading ſore which con- 
ſumed his Privy Members, from whence 
there crawled abundance of worms, bred 
of the putrefaion, which neither Chy- 
rurgeons, nor Phyſicians cond cure. This 
made him to acknowledge that it was a juſt 
hand of God upon him tor his crucity to 
the Chriſtians, and ſo he dycd miſerable ; 
or as cthers write, he flew himſelt. Lax- 
gets Chron. | 

49. Licinius the Eaſter» Empcror, a 
bloody and mercileſs Enemy to the Chri- 
ſtians, was in two great Battels over- 
thrown by Conſtantine the Great, and lain 
by his Soldiers. 

50. Antiochus, who paſſed {critence upon 
Agapetus, a godly young man. that was 
but fifteen years old, fcll down ſuddenly as 
he ſate upen the Seat of Judicaturc, cry- 
ing out, that all his bowels burned within 
him, and ſo he dycd in great torment. 

61, Mamuca, a Saracen, being a cruel 
Perſccutor of the pcople of God, like unto 
Pharoah, mct alſo with the like ftroke of 

Gods 
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Gods vengeance. For as he was returning 
by Sea, with his Army in a hundred Ships 
from the faughter of the Chriſtians, God 
ſcant fuch a Storm upon them, that few or 
none of thcm eſcaped drowning, Paulus 
Dzaconas, Lib, 3, c, 12. 
Falian, (urnamed The Apoſtate, was firſt 
a Chrittian, yet aftexward became a Hea- 
then, and proved one of the moſt dange- 
rous and deadly Perlccytors that ever the 
Chriſtian Church had, Firſt, hc began to 
undermine the Chriſtian Religion by Poli- 
cy, and afterwards procceded to down- 
right blows, letting looſe the Gentiles, and 
his Governours upon the Chriſtians, where- 
in neither Arian, nor Orthodox 15 ſpared 
from Impriſonment, Baniſhment, Tor- 
tures, and what not ? ' And when com- 
plaints were made hereof to the Emperour, 
he anſwered, That their Religion taught 
them to bear all patiently. Hc would not 
cndurc that Chriſtians children ſhould. be 
traincd up in humane Learning, bccaulc he 
ſaw the Chriſtians did beat the Gentilcs 
with their own weapons, and made Phi- 
Iifophy an Inſtrument to ſerve Divinity ; 
He took away the Miniltcrs maintenance, 
__ thercby deſtroying not ſo much Presbiters, 
as the Presbytery, But whileſt hc was thus 
butie 
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bufic againſt the Church : he was called to 
an expedition againli the Ferſians : where- 
upon he made a folemn Protcſtaticn, that 
when he returned from this war, he would 
utterly root out Chriſtianity, and ſo pro» 
cecding in his journcy, he beat the Ene- 
my to a confuſed retreat z whercupon, 
that he might purſue them with the more 
ſpeed, he threw off his Armor, but as he 
was poſting on, he was met by a Dart, or 
arrow that picrccd through his arm,and en- 
tred into his fide, and whileſt he endca- 
voured with the other hand to draw it out, 
he received another wound, and thercupon 
fell from his horſe, and receiving his blood, 
guſhing from his wound into his hands, he 
threw it up into the Air, ſaying, viciſti Ge- 
lilee, viciſti; O thou Galilean ( fo he call- 
ed Chriſt in ſcorn) tkou haſt overcome 
me: and Nazianzen ſaith, that his body 
was carried away in a tempeſt, without La- 
mentation, and without Burial. 


Gods Judgments npon perſecuting Here- 
ticks, | 


53.Ariwthc firſt great diſturber of the peace 
ot the Chriſtian Church, was ſent for by 
Conſtantine the Great, who askcd him what 

the 
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the matter was that where-ever he went, 
fil] tumults and flaughters followed him, 
And whether he did really agree with the 
Nicene Faith ? Arius did proteſfedly avow 
that he did full agree thereto, The Em» 
peror commanded him to ſet the ſame down 
in writing under his hand, which he did 
in the Emperors preſence. Then the Em- 
peror required his Oath to manifeſt that he 
was rca)l in the ſame: and he readily made 
Oath, that what he had written, was ac- 
cording to the truth, and that it was his 
reall Judgment and Opinion. The Em- 
peror now having his Subſcription and 
Oath, was fatished, and would have him 
firſt to communicate with the Orthodox 
Church at Conſtantinople, that he might be 
the better qualified for Communion with 
the Church at Alexandria, where Athana- 
firs had mightily oppoſed him: and ac- 
cordingly he wrote to Alexander the Bi- 
ſhop ot Conſtantinople to receive Arins into 
Communion, 

54. Alexander, laying aſide all further 
Diſputes( by which hitherto he had mighti» 
ly oppoſed the Arian Party ) betook him- 
ſelf wholly to Praycr, wherein he conti- 
nucd fervently for diverſe days and nights: 
bat more efpecially that next day before 

| the 
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the Lords Day,wherein Arins was to be ad- 
mitted to the Sacrament : the Sum of which 
Prayer was this, 

It muſt needs be thus, O Lord, that Arius 
muſt communicate with this _ fo marrow, 
Let thy Servant, 0 Lord, now depart in peace, 
and never ſee that day: and deſiroy not thae 
the Righteous with the Wicked : But if thou 
wilt ſpare thy Church, ( as thox wilt ſpare 
it ) remember the words of Euſcbius (C an 
Arian Biſhop)and give not over thine inberi- 
tance to deſtruttion and contempt, and take 
Arijus out of the way, leſt be being admitted 
into Communion, Hereſie ſhow!d ſeem alſo ta 
be recerved into Communion with the Trath, 
and wickedneſs be accounted Godlineſs. 

This Euſebius, Biſhop of Nicomedis at 
Conſtantinople had now the whole condudt 
of the matter concerning, Arias, and ſent 
word to Alexander that unle(s he would re- 
ccive Aris into Communion, he would 
baniſh him from Conſtaxtixople, and put a- 
nothcr into his place that ſhould do the 
Work. But Emrſebixs for all his threats, 
miſſed his expectation. For the Lords 
Day bcing come, Ariw with the Empcrors 
Authority, marched forth in State cut of 
the Emperors Hall, with Ezſcbius ard cther 
Biſhops in his train : and palbng along the 

Streets 
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Streets in- Pomp ( a ſtrange manner of ad+ 
drefs to the Sacrament ) came to the com- 
mon Market Place, wire a ſudden fear 
tcl] upon him, and therewithal, he was ſur- 
prifed with a Flux; which enforced him to 
xetire into a Houſe appointed for ſuch a 
purpoſe, and there fuddenly his Speech 
tailed him : his Exerements and Blood ran 
out, his Belly brake, his Guts fell out, and 
his Splcen and Liver followed, The people 
ſtaying long in expectation of him, and he 
not coming, they entred the honſe, and 
found the {ad SpeQtacle of him lying dead 
in that manner, 

Conſtantius, one of the ſons of Corftan- 
tine was himſelf an Arian, and a great fa- 
vourer of diverſe Arian Biſhops, by whom 
(by his Countenance and Authority the Or- 
rhodox Chriſtians were grievouſly perlecu- 
ted. And thus this Emperor, who would 
be tiled Eternal Emperor, and yet would 
not allow Chriſt to be Eternal God, and in- 
ſicad of being exceeding Great, became 0- 
dious to all good men, was abhorred by 
tis own Soldiers: and laſtly was loathed 
by himfſclt; he ſaw his Honour buried be- 
forc he dycd : became a tormentor to him- 
ſelf by jcalouſics, fears and vexations, and 
theſe braught on a Feay, which ſoon put 
a period co his lite, 55.1n 
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55. In the Reign of Julian, one George 
an Arian Biſhop of Alexaxdris , having 
raged exceecingly againſt the Orthedax : 
yet would alſo ſhew his zeal againſt the 
Hcathen Temples, which did fo vex and 
exaſperate the Gentiles, that they, taking 
advantage of Falien's coming to the 
Crown, roſein a tumult, and ſcized upon 
Biſhop George, tyed him to a Camebk tail, 
and dragged him through the ſircets of A- 
lexendria, and then they burnt both Bi- 
ſhop and Camel in one fhrc. And thus 
God _— to = __———_ps 9. ne 
compence tor all his villanics, OUTLT2PES 
/ ne the Orthodox. 

56, Valence, another Arian Emperor , 
was a great countenancer and encourager 
of the Hereſie, and a Pcrſecutor of the Or- 
thodox ; inforuuch as when Atheaxafus was 
dead in Alexendris, the Periccution backe 
in like a Torrent, ſo that no man could 
ftand before it : The Orthedox Churches 
both in City and Country were {ſwallowed 
up, and deſtroyed by” it. Yet this Hood 
ſtopped pot there, but brake ( as it ware 
out of the world into the wilderneſs amorg, 
the Monks, where this Perſecution raged 
nioſt of all, till the Heathen Goths paid the 
Debt of the people of God, by the mn 
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of the Emperor Valence, ſomewhat like 
that of Julian, ſaving that after his wounds 
xeccived in the Battel, with much ado he 
got into a town for ſuccor, wherein, tuge= 
ther with the whole town, he was by the 
purſuing Goths burnt alive. 

57. Another Conſtantine, a Monothelite, 
being a cruel Perfecutor of the Orthodox, 
was ſlain by one of his own ſervants as he 
was Waſhing himſelf in a Bath. Hiſt, 
Magd. 

Genſericus, an Arian King of the Van- 
dls, uſcd a great deal of cruelty againſt the 
Orthodox 3 and in the end, he was poſſeſſed 
by an cvil Spirit, and dyed miſerably. P: 
Melan. Chron. 

58. Hunricus, a Son to a King of the 
Vandals, being an Arian, was a mercileſs 
Perfecutor of the Orthodox, baniſhing five 
thouſand of them at one time, among 
whoin, ſome of them being unable to tra- 
vel, he cauſed cords to be tyed to their legs, 
and to drag them through ſtony and rough 
places , whereby many of them periſhed. 
But not long aftcr, God ſtruck him with 
venomous. Biles all over his Body, and in 
the end he was conſumed by Lice. H, 
Mazd. 

Ana/taſis the Emperor, a Patron of 


the 
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the Eutychian Herefie, was a bloody Perſe- 


cutor of godly Chriſtians, and was lain by a 


Thunderbolt. 

" 59.Arcadius the Emperour, having by the 
pcrſwaſion of Exdoxia, his _— , who 
was a vialent Arian, baniſhed Chryſoftom 
from Conſtantinople : the very next _ 


there was ſuch a terrible Earthquake, that _ 


the Emperor and all the people beingex- 
tremely trighted, ſent one Poſt after another 
to fetch him back again. 


60, Theodoricus, an Arian King of the 


Goths, perſccuted the ſound Chriſtians with 
all rigor and hoſtility, among whom - he 
ſlew two noble Senators, Symmachus, and 
Boetius , But not long after the Lord ſtroke 
him with madneſs: And as he was ſitting 
at his Table, he had the head of a great 
Fiſh ſet before him, which he imagined to 
be the head of Symachus, whom he had 
ſain, and thereupon he fell into ſuch fear 
and aſtoniſhment, that he ſoon after dyed, 
Evagri, 

61. Ehc. Arian Vandals in Africk were 
cruel Perſecutors of the Orthodox, whereup- 
on 7u\tinian the Empcror ſent againſt them 
his brave General Belizarius , who over- 
threw them in ſeveral Battcls, took Gli- 
mer their King prifoner, and wholly ſub- 

D verted 
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verted the Empire of the Vandals in A- 
frick,, after they had rcigned there by the 
ſpace of ninety years, wherein , for the 
moſt part they had been mercileſs Perſecu- 
tors of the true Chriſtians. 


Gods Fudgements upon Popiſh Perſecu- 
#0r's, 


62. About the year 14$8 ſome Popiſh 
Biſhops in Bohemia, ſtirred up the Queen, 
who was then great with child, to -move 
the King Vladiſlaus, ſeverely to puniſh the 
Piceards, as the godly Chriſtians were then 
called : and the Queen much pleaſed her 
ſelf in_thioking what grateful] SpeQtacles 
ſhe ſhould have, when ſhe ſhould ſee fome 
of them burnt, dthers beheaded, and 0- 
thers drowned in the River : But it pleaſed 
God that before ſhe could ſee it effteted, ſhe 
fell in travel, and could by no means be 
delivered of her burden ; whercupon the 
Phyſicians adviſed that the child ſhould be 
cut out of her womb, which being done 
accordingly, the child lived, but the mo- 
ther 4yed, : 

63. Two ycars aftcr, the Biſhops by 
their importunity prevailed with the King 
to uſe ſharp remedics again thoſe growing 

evils 
, 


Clem 


TOPHLOT [ 


evils, as they called them : whereupon an 
Edi was drawn up» that all the Piccerds 
in the Kingdom, - without diſtinQion of 
Age, Sex, or Quality ſhould be ſlain. This 
was brought to the Aſſembly of States , 
then met at Prague, to be confirmed by 
them. Many o& the Nobles oppoſed it ; 
but by the ſubtilty of the Chancellor, and 
his Aſſociats, it wasat laſt agreed upon by 
the major part; and the Chancellour 
as he returned homeward from the Parlia+ 
ment, viſited a Nobleman of his acquain- 
tance, and told him with much joy, what 
they had reſolved upon, The Nobleman 
had a Servant ſtandjng, by, who was a great 
favourcr of the Brethren, he asked him, 
how he liked this Decree ? The Seryapt 
anſwered, that ſure all partics were not a- 
greed, The Chancellour, ſuſpeQing ſome 
{ccret Treachery, ,asked him, who duxſt ap- 
poſe the States of the Kingdom? The 
Servant anſwered, There is one in Hegven, 
who, if he were not preſent at your Contnſels, 
you bave conſulted but in vain, The Chan- 
ccllour replycd, thou Knave, thou (halt 
tind that, as well as the reſt : And fo, riſing 
up in a fury, immcdiately a Carbuncle a- 
roſe upen his Foot, which turned to a di- 
ſcaſc called Tgnis Sacer, whereby he dyed in 


much miſery. D 2 64.An © 
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. 64. Another who was a great ftickler 
in promoting this Decree, in his return 
home-wards, as he was alighting out of 
his Chariot to make water, ſtruck his Mem- 
ber on a ſharp Nail that was in the Boor, 
whereby, as he went forward, he drew 
out his Entrails, and not long after gave 
up the Ghoſt. 
Alſo one Dr. Auſtin, who by flanderous 
Libels had ſtirred up the King to this Per- 
ſecution, dyed ſuddenly as he fate at Sup- 


65. Another Noble-man who promoted 
the aforeſaid Decree, as he was a hunting, 
his Horfe threw him, and his own Arrow 
ran into his Thigh, and came out at his 
Loins, whereby he dyed a very painful 
death, And many others | of them met 
with the like Judgments from God, where- 
upon it grew into a Proverb: If you be a 
weary of your Life, attempt fometbing aganſt 
the Piccards, and yor ſhall not eſcape a year 
to an end, | | 

66. The year after two German Tradeſ- 
men were apprehended at Pragze, and by 
the Monks there, were accuſed of Lnther- 
aniſm, for which they were condemned and 
burnt : But one of their chief Perſecutors. 
who wiſhed that all the Piccards were 

hanged, 
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hanged, burned, or beheaded by his hands» 
' itpleaſed God that all theſe evils befell him 

(:if ; For, being exceedingly in debe, for 
yery vexation, he hanged himſelf: And 
when his friends had buried him privately, 
the common people, hearing of it,: dig'd 
up his carcaſs, and threw it away; 'which,, 
by the Magiſtrates command, was ordered 

| to be burnt: But when the Wood was 
conſumed. and the Body only ſcorched, 
his head was by one ſtricken off. | 

67. As John Huſs was going to Con- 
ſtance, there was one Staniſlaus Znoma, a 
Bobemian, who, as he was travelling to- 
ward the Council to accuſe him, - was 
ſtricken by God with a deadly Impoſtume 
whereof he dycd in his journey. 

This Hvſ5 though he had the Emperors 
ſafe condufi, was coudemned and burnt 
there: Shortly after whoſe Death the Bye 
hemians roſe in Arms under their undaunt=- 
ed General Ziſca, and had admirable ſuc- 
ceſſes againſt the Emperor, and Popiſh Par- 
ty. For they maintained war againſt the 

) Emperor Sigiſmund by the ſpace of ſeven= 
teen years together, wherein he ſpent an 
infinite Treaſure, loſt many brave Armies, 
and gallant men, And during theſe wars 
a. thouſand Monajteries were overthrown 
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and deſtroyed, many fately Caſtles demo- 
liſhed , and Cities plundered and burnt, 
which was Gods juſt revenging hand yipon 
him for his perfidiouſneſs. RET 

68. In the late Bohemian Perſecution , 
one Dr. Knapper, a great. Perſecutor of the 
godly Proteſtants, was ſlain by conſpiracy 
of his own wife, who was an Adultercſs3 
for which ſhe was hanged. | 

69. Another of thoſe Perſecutors vorni- 
ted out his ungodly Soul together - with 
his Blood, - 

o. Another ran mad, and threw him« 
ſelt down from his own houſe, and fo 
roaring fearfully, breathed his laſt. 

71. Another ſhot himſelf dead with his 
own Piſtol, | 

72. Another ran mad, and withal fc1! 
into fo loathſome a diſeaſe , that none 
could endure his ſtink, and at laft he was 
choaked in vomiting up of abundance of 
Blood, 

73. Another was fcizcd with a ſtrange 
Diſcaſe, wherein his Body turncd as black 
aSa coal, and he uttered his ſpeech like the 
, barking of a Dog, and within the ſpace of 
three Days, dycd in terrible pains. 

74. Another by the breaking of a great 
Gun was torn all to pieccs. 
. 75. Another 
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75: Another was taken with a ternible 
Diſeaſe in the Throat, fo that his Tongue 
rotted in his Mouth, and many holes 
were eaten in his Throat, by which both 
Food, and Phyfick came forth, fo thathe 
dyed in much miſery. 

76. Ladiſlaw King of Bohemia, toge- 
ther with diverſe other Popiſh Princes had 
conſpired together, utterly to root out the 
Proteſtants in that Kingdom, which ſhould 
have been put in execution at the time « 
the Kings marriage : But a little befoxe, N 
the middle of his great preparations, 
fell ſick, and within the ſpace of fix and 
thirty hours, he dyed of a peſtilent {ore m 
his Groin. 

77. In France, Minerius Governour of 
Provence was ſent with an Army by the 
King againtt thoſe ancient Chriſtians, the 
Waldenſes, who uſed much cruelty & 
gainſt them, burning ſome, killing others, 
driving others into Woods, and Moun- 
tains, whereby they periſhed of Famine, 
and depopulated whole Towns and Vik 
lages. Not long after the Lord ſmote him 
with a terrible Diſcaſe, ſo that he felt like 
a burning fire within him from the Navel 
upward : and his lower parts rotted and 
were conſumed with Vermin, which mor- 
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tification was attended with a grievous 
ſtink: he had alſo a- profuſion of Blood 
inſtead of his Urine, and in thoſe extreme 
Torments, he ended his wretched Lite. 

T8. Simen Monfort, Earl of Leiceſter , 
was a cruel Perſecutor of the godly Albin- 
genſes under the King of France, and by the 
inſtigation of the Pope ; But as he was be- 
fieging ſome of them in Tholows, his head 
was ſtricken off by a Stone, which a wo- 
man let flye out of an Engine. 

79. Lewis, King of France, beſicging 
Avignion, a City of the Albingenſes, vow- 
&d that he would never depart till he had 
taken it: But ſuddenly after, God ſent 
a dreadful Peſtilence into his Army, which 
daily waſted great numbers of his men : and 
the King himſelf was forced to quarter at 
a diſtance in an Abby, to avoid the intci- 
on, where ſhortly after he dyed out of his 
wits. 

$0. Truchetus an old expert Captain 
was imployed by the Duke of Savoy againſt 
the Waldenſes, who were a naked and un- 
armed people : But whileſt he was proſecu- 
ting ot them, he was firſt fore wounded 
with Stones, and afterwards, flain with 
his own {word by a poor Shephcrd, who 
was keeping Cattel in the Field, 


$1. The 


ko Perſecutozs. 4x 
$r. The Lord of Reveſt, Chief Prefi- 
dent of the Parliament at Aix in Fraxce,put 
many godly Perſons to death : but ſhortly 
after, himſelf was put out of his 'Office, 
and was ſtricken by God with ſuch an hor- 
rible Diſeaſe as made him run mad, that 
none of hisFriends durſt come near him, 
and (o he periſhed miſerably. . 

82. After him ſucceeded in his Office 
one Bartholomew Caſſineus, who proved al- 
ſo a peſtilent Perſecutor, whom the 
Lord ſtruck with a teartul and ſudden 
Death. 

83. Johannes de Roma, a Monk, was 2 
bloody and implacable Pcrſecutor of the 
Waldenſes. His manner was to fill Boots 
with boiling Oil and put their Legs into 
them, tying them backward over a Form, 
their Legs hanging, down over a ſoft fire, 
and afterwards cruelly to put them to 
Death, and ſeized upon their Goods, But 
not long after his ewn Servants rob'd him 
ot thoſe ill-gotten Goods : and he fell in- 
to a horrible Diſcaſc unknown to any Phi- 
ſcian ,, the pains and torments whereof 
did ſo inceſſantly vex him, that he could, 
by no mcans have one minutes reſt, neither 
could any endure to come near him by rea- 


{on of his horrible ſtink, His body was full 
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of Sotes and Ulcers, which ſwarmed with 
Vermin, {© that rotting, his fleſh fell of 
by piece-meal. In which torment he 
often” crycd out, O ! who will deliver me 
who will kill me, and deliver me out of theſe 
mmtallerable torments ? and fo languithing in 
anguiſh and deſpair, he ende& his curſed 
Lite. 

$4. John Martin, another great enemy 
to the Waldenſes, ufed to boaſt every where 
that he would flit the noſe of one of their 
chict Miniſters : but before he could effect 
it, a Wolt meeting him, bit off his Noſe, 
",, whereupon he ran mad, and died miler- 
ably. 

85. The Cardinal of Lorrain, a princi- 
pal Pillar of the Houſe of Gwiſe, a crafty 
and cruel Perſccutor of the people of God, 
25 he was coming from Rome with a pur- 
poſe of ſtirring up the Kings of France and 
Palarnl uttcrly to root out the Proteſtants in 
their Dominions : It pleaſed God to work 
ſo-wondertully tor his peoples ſafety, that 
by the way he fcll mad at Avignion, and 
dycd in the Flower of his youth. Ar the 
iitant of whoſe Death, there fell vut ſuch 
a dreadfu} Tempelt as made all to be a- 
mazcd atit. 

86, Belemont, a Counſellor of the Par- 

lament 
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liament of Provence, was fo haſty to com> 
demn the poor pcople of God.that he went 
not from the Judgment Hall trom Morn- 
ing till Night, cauſing bis Dinners to be 
brought te him. But whileſt he was ſo 
buſie in this way of Perſecution, there 
began a little Sore to riſe upon his Foot, 
which quickly grew red, *and tull of pain, 
and fo encreaſed the firſt day, that by 
_—_ of Chyrurgeons, there was no 

ope of cure but by cutting off his Foot, 
which he refuling, they uſcd all other 
means they could deviſe, yet the ſecond 
day.the whole Leg was intcacd, and the 
third day his whole Thigh, and the fourth 
day his whole Body, upon which day he 
dycd. His dead Body was all over parch- 
£d as it it had been roaſted by &hre. 
87. A Judge of the City of Aix, who 


. was a great Perſecutor of the Proteſtants, 


drowned himſclt in the River. 

A chiet Judge, who was a principal In- 
ſtrument in condemning the Waldenſes in 
Merindol , and Cabriers, died ſuddenly , 
not living to ſce his bloody Sentence exc- 
cuted. 

88. Jobn Cranequin, a Lawyer of Bout- 
ges, who was a great Informer againſt the 
Pcople of God, to bring them into the 

cruel] 
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eruel Inquiſition , was ſtricken by God 
with a marvellous ſtrange Phrenhke, ſo that 
whatever he ſaw ſeemed to him to be crawl- 
ing Serpents: And having in vain uſed 
all ſorts of Medicines, yea, and wicked 
Sorcery too, at length was quite bereaved 
cf his Senſes, and ſo ended his wretched 
Life in much milcry. 

$9. Chancellour Prat, who put up the 
firſt Bill in the Parliament of France, a- 
gainſ} thoſe of that Religion, and gave out 
the firſt Commithons tor the putting of 
them to death; dyed himfel{ not long af- 
© ter, feartully ſwearing, and blaſpheming 
the name of God, and had his Stomach 
gnawn in pieces by worms in a ſtrange 
manner. 

90. Jobn Morin, a mighty Enemy to 
the Protcſſors of the Truth, who made it 
his whole buſineſs to apprehend and accuſe 
them, dycd himſelf in moſt grievous, and 
horrible torments, 

91.The Chanccllor Olzver, who had bcen 
himſelf a Protcſſor of the truth, apottati- 
zing, from the ſame, was reſtored to. his 
Office, in which he ſpared not to ſhed 
much innocent Blood : But whilctt he was 
thus buſicd, a fearful Judgment befel him 
( as was foretold by ſome of thuſe Inno- 

cents 
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cents whom he condemned ) for falling 
into extreme terrors of Cgnſcience, he 
betook himfelf to his bed, ſighing and ſob- 
ing without intermiſhon , and breathing 
forth murmurings againſt God 3 yea, his 
horrors were fo violent that he ſhaked the 
Bed under him, as if a young man with all 
his Strength had done it. And a certain 
Cardinal coming to viſit him, he could not 
endure his ſight, crying out, that it was 
that Cardinal that had brought him to 
Damnation, He continued long under 
theſe dreadful torments, and dyed at laſt in 
deſpairing fear and anguiſh. 

92, Poncher , Arch- Biſhop of Tours, 
who condemned many godly perſons to 
the Fire, was himſelf ſcized upon with a 
fre from God 3 which, beginning at his 
heel, could by no means be cured, till one 
Member after another being cut off, he 
dycd in much miſery. 

93. An Auſtin Friar called Lambert, a 
Dr. and Prior in the City of Lieg, and one 
of the bloody Inquititors, as he was one 
day preaching, bitterly againſt the Prote- 
ftants, was ſtricken ſpeechleſs, and being 
carried out of his Pulpit into his Cloiſter, 
he was ſhortly after found drowned in a 
Ditch, 

| 94. Ait- 
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- 94, Augutine' Marlorat, a Learned , 
paintul, and holy Preacher in Roan, was 
condemncd tb be hang'd, and drawn on a 
Hurdle to the place of execution : The 
Conſtable of Fravce loaded him with a 
thouſand reproaches and outrages, as. alſo 
did Monſieur Monbruz, the Conſtables ſon, 
who ſhortly after was flain in thebastel of 
Drenx: Allo one Villiibon gave him a 
{witch with a wand, adding many rc- 
proachtul ſpeeches therewith, which Mar- 
lorzt bore with admirable patience and 
meekneſs: And when he-was executed 
and dead, the malice of his Advyerſarics 
reſted not there: For one of the Soldiers 
ſtruck on his Lcgs with his Sword : But 
ſpeedy vengeance from God purſued his 
Perſecntors: For the Popiſh Captain that 
apprehended him was ſlain within three 
wecks after, by the baſeſt Soldicr in all his 
Company : And two of his Judges dyed 
very ſtrangely ſoon after z namely, the 
Prefident of the Parliament, by a flux of 
blood, which could by no art, nor means 
be ſtopped : The other being a Counſellor, 
voided his Urine at his Fundament, which 
was accompanied with ſuch an intollerable 
ſtink, - that none could endure to come 
near him. Vilebon alſo who [witched him, 
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no better. For a while after the 


Nrthal Vielle Ville, coming to Roay about 


publick Afﬀairs, invited Vilebon to dinner, 
and in diſcourſe, lamenting the miſeries 
of that City, he exhorted him to reform 
many abuſes,ſeeing he was the Kings Liey- 
tenant there. Villeboy took this ſo jill, 
that he ſaid, If any man dare tax me for 
wot behaving my ſelf as I ought in myplace, 
I would tell him to bu face that he ted, 
Theſe words he repeated over fo often, 
that the Marſhal being much urged, ſirack 
at him with his Sword, with ſuch violence, 
that, had he not received the blow with 
his Arm, his head had been clcft to the 
Teeth. Thus for che preſent he elcaped 
with the loſs of that hand wherewith he 
had firicken Marlorat in ſo diſgraceful a 
manner at the place of Execution. 

95. A young Gentlewoman of about 
three and twenty ycars old, came faom 
Gaſcoine to Paris, to join her-ſelf to the 
Protctant Church there: And after a 
while. ſhe among othcrs, was apprehended, 
impriſoned, and condemned to be burnt, 
which ſhe endured with admirable pa- 
tience and conſtancy, but preſently twoof 
them that bore witneſs againſt her, talling 
out, the one flew the other with a znife. 

96, Charles 


2 A 1oki g-Glaſs 

96, Gharles Commck, who had been a 
Friar in the City of Gamnt, after his con- 
verſion, was apprehended, and condemn- 
ed, but after his execution, one of his 
greateſt Adverſaries, who had a chief hand 
in his Death, fell into ſuch grievous hor- 
rors and terrors of Conſcience, that he 
dyed within a few days. 

97. Dr. Xgidio, a godly Preacher in 
Sevil, being brought into the Inquiſition, 
and uſed miſerably by them, before they 
proceeded to condermn him, it pleaſed 
God, that three of the Inquiſitors, who 
were his greateſt adverſaries, dyed , by 
which good Providence, he was reteaſed, 
and lived ſome years after. 

g98. The Emperor Ferdinand the ſe- 
cond, was a _u Perſecutor of the Pro- 
teſtants in Bohemia and Germany, who af« 
ter his Victory over Frederick, Prince Pas 
latine, and the Bohemian States, made it 
his work to root out the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion in thoſe Countries, and turned them 
into a very ſhambles of Blood, fparing nei- 
ther Age, Sex, nor Rank that refuſed to 
abjure the Truth, But whileft he was in 
his full Carier, God brought in againſt him 
a contemptible people | the Swedes, ] un- 
der whoſe Swords moſt of thoſe bloody 

wretches 


foz Perſecutors. 53 


wretches fell; who were the Bohemian 
Scourges, ſo that much of Germany, and 
of the Emperors Country was a very A- 
celdama, a Field of Blood, The Empe- 
tor's great Army, conliſting of twenty tour 
thouſand, that had given Laws to Ger- 
many for many years together, and were 
looked upon as ſo many Captains by rea» 
ſon of their long pratice and experience, 
was broken in the plain Field. And the 
Empcror himſelt being broken with breach 
updn breach, was forced to ſuch terms as 
the Enemies could be drawn to. 


Examples of Gods —_— upon Popiſh 
Perſecutors in England, and Scot- 
land, 


99. Sir Thomas Moor, and Fiſher, Biſhop 
of Rocheſter, who were great Pcrſecutors 
of the Protcſiants in the Reign of King 
Henry the Eighth , were themſelves not 
long after condemncd tor Treaſon, and be- 
headed, 

100. Philips, who betrayed Mr. Tindal 
to the Emperors Sccrctary, fell into a 
gficvous Dilcaſe, and was catcn up of 
Lice, 

191. Pavier, The Town-clcrk of Lox- 

E dan, 
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don, a cruel Enemy to the true Profeſſors 
of the Goſpel, ſwore a great Oath, that 
if he thought the King would ſet forth the 
Scriptures in Engliſh, rather than he would 
live to ſee it, he would cut his own 
Throat. But he brake Promiſe ( faith the 
Author ) for inſtead thereof he hanged 
himſelf, 

Foxford, Chancellour to Stokeſley , Biſhop 
of London, a bloody Perfecutor, and the 
common Butcher of Gods Saints, dycd 
ſuddenly, fitting in his Chair, his Belly 
—— and his Guts falling out before 

im. 

102. Rockwood, who was a great ſtirrer 
up of the Perſecution againſt Gods people 
in Cals, ſuddenly fell ſick, ſtaring, raging, 
and crying out, All to late : For I have ma- 
liciouſly ſought the Death of many godly 
Perſons, and that againſt mine own Conſci- 
ence : and therefore all to late ;, Allto late; 
and thus he continucd unto his end. 

103. The under Marſhal alſo, who at 
the ſame time was a- Pcrſ{ccutor, fell down 
dcad in the Council Chamber, and never 
ſpake word after, 

104. Adam Damlip, a godly Preacher 
in Cals, was falſly accuſed of Treaſon, 
for which he was condemned, and exc- 

cutcd; 
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cuted ; and when he would kave purged 
himſelf, Sis Ratph Ellerkey would not ſuffer 
han to ſpeak, but commanded him to be 
carried away to execution, ſaying, That 
I& would not depart till he ſaw the Trai- 
tors hcart out : But ſhortly after, in a 
Skirmiſh againſt the French, this Ellerkgr 
was flain, and after they had ſtripped him 
naked, they cut off his Privy :Members , 
and pulled out his Heart, which they did: 
not to any other ot the ſlain. 

105. Dr, Story, a Bloody Perſecutor ity 
Queen Marys Days, when Queen Eizaberb 
came. to the Crown, could not forbear to 
curſe her dayly in his Grace at Board 3 for 
which trayterous praQtice he was deſcrved- 
ly hanged. 

106, of ove Twiford , a furious Papift , 
that uſed to fet up Stakes for them that 
were burnt in Smithfield, dycd, rotting a» 
bove ground, fo that none could endure to 
come near unto him by reaſon of his hor 
rible ſtink. 

107. Wiliam Gardiner, an Engliſh Mer- 
chant, being preſent in Liy{box at the mar- 
riage of the King of Portugal's Son with 
the King of Spain's Daughter, and ſeeing 
the abominable Idolatry then uſed in the 
preſence of the King 3 and of all the States 
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there aſſembled, he ſtepped to the Cardinal, 
who was celebrating of Maſs, and plucked 
the Cake out of his hand, and trampled it 
under his Feet, and overthrew the Chalice : 
For which, by moſt exquiſite torments in 
a horrible manner they put him to death 
by degrees, and then burned him, a Spark 
of whoſe Fire, was driven by the wind a 
great way into one of the Kings Ships ly- 
ing in the Haven, and quite confutned it : 
and within half a year after the new mar- 
ried Prince dyed 3 and the year after the 
King himſelt dyed alſo. 

108, Cardinal Woolſey, after much op- 
poſition againſt the Light of the Goſpel 
which brake forth in his time, and much 
cruelty uſed againſi the Profeſſors of it , 
fell into diſgrace with King Herry the 
Eighth, who ſent for him up out of Tork- 
ſire, and in his journey ( {uſpe&ting the 
iſſue ) he took ſuch a ſtrong Purge, as his 
rotten Body not being able to bear, he 
dyed at the Abby of Lecejter, His dead 
Body was as black as Pitch, and ſo heavy 
that ſix men could ſcarcely bear it, and it 
ſtank ſo intollerably that they were fain to 
hafien the Burial of it in the Night, at 
which time there was ſuch an hiddeous 
Tempeſt, as blew out all the Torches, = 

the 
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the Storm was accomponied with ſuch a 
ſtink,that they were glad to throw him into 
his Grave, and ſo to leave him. 

109. Judge Morgan who paſſed Sentence 
of Condemnation upon the incomparable 
Lady Jane Dudley , ſhortly after ran 
mad, and in his raving fits, - cryed out 
continually to have the Lady Jane taken 
away from him, and ſo he continued till 
he dyed. 


110. Morgan, Biſhop of S. Davids in 


Wales, who condemned the Bleſſed Mar- 
tyr Mr. Ferrar, and unjuſtly uſurped his 
Biſhoptitk, not long after was ſtricken by 
God in a moſt ſtrange manner. | For his 
food would not go down, but pick up a- 
gain, ſometimes at his Mouth, ſometimes 
blown out at his Noſe, moſt horrible to 
behold : and thus he continucd a SpeRtacle 
of Gods diſpleaſure, till he dycd. 

111. Mr. Leyſon alſo who was Sheriff 
at the burning of Mr, Ferrar, having 
fetched away his Cattle, and put them in- 
to his own Grounds, diverſe of them 
would never cat any mcat, but continucd 
bellowing and roaring till they dycd. 

112. Dr. Duning, Chancclloys of Nor- 
wich, who was a Bloody Perſccutor in the 
Reign of Qucen Mary, was ſtricken 
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ſuddenly as he fate in .his Chair, -an& 
dyed. ! :::: 1 
113. Berry, Commiſſary of Norfolk, 
another. Bloody Perſecutor , as he was 
walking with one of his Concubines, fcll 
down fuddenly with a heavy groan, and 
never ſtirx'd after. a £ 

114. A' pexſecuting, Suffragan Diver, 
having been with Cardinal Pool for his 
Bleſſing, coming out of the Cardinal's 
Chamber, fell down the ſtairs, ——— 
his Neck. 

115. Biſhop Thorrmton , another con 
Perſecutor, as he was: lookin #pon his 
men at Bowls upon a Sabbath-Day, fel] 
ſuddenly into a Palfic, and being carried 
to his Bed, and willed to remember the 
Lord: yea, (aid he) So I do: and vy 
Lord Cardinal too : and fo he dyed. . 

116. Dr. Jeffery, Chancellour of - $4- 
lubury; a wretched Perſecutor, who þad 
appointed to call before him ninety godly 
Perſons, and to examine them by Inquis 
ſition, the Day betore, as he was looking 


- upon his Buildings, fell down ——_— 


and dyed. 

117. Thomas Blaver, a Privy cds 
to the King, of Scots, was a great Pcr(ecu- 
tor of the Faithful in that Land : But being 

by 


» 9 kt = = 


_—— ——JJ %#c :}q FX. 


=» wh 


2» a- wes @ wu A ww -« = a == Ww = 


oz Perlecutons. 59 
by God ſtruck with ſickneſs, he fell into 
Deſpair, crying out That he was danmed, 
and a Caſt-away : That he was damned with- 
ont remedy, Jn which miſerable condition 
he dyed without any fign of true repen- 
tance. 

118, Henry, Arch-Biſhop of Mentz, a 
godly, and religious man, was accuſcd as 
being guilty of Hereſie ro the Pope, who 
ſent- two of his Cardinals to examine the 
matter : and they moſt unjuſtly depofed 
him, and caſt him out of his place, where- 
upon he faid unto them : If I ſhonld from 


your unjult Sentence appeal wnto the Pope, 


"ris like I ſhould find ns redreſs from him , 
wherefore 1 appeal to the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
that juſt and righteow FJndze of all the world, 
and cite you to anſwer me before his Tudg- 
ment Seat, for this wnnjujt ati of yours, To 
which they fcoffingly anſwered, Ge you ſirſt, 
we will folow after, Not long, after this, 
the good Arch-Biſhop dyed, which, when 
the Cardinals heard of, they faid-jcltingly 
one to another : Behold, he is now gone be- 
fore, and we muſt follow after according to 
onr Promiſe, And indced ſhortly attcr they 
both dyed upon one day. The one, fit- 
ting upon a Jakes voided out his Entrails : 
The other, gnawing, his own Fingers, and 
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having made himſelf deformed with de- 
vouring himſelf; he dyed miſerably. 

119. About the year 1507. there was at 
Chipping Sadbury a godly woman convented 
before the Chancellour [ Dr. Whittington |] 
by whom ſhe was condemned to be burnt, 
And againſt the day of her Execution, 
multitudes of people flocked to the Town, 
and among the rett, Dr. Whittington came 
to ſce her burnt, At the ſame time there 
was a Butcher in another part of the 
Town that was killing a Bull : But the 
Butcher, ſomewhat miſſing his blow, the 
Bull broke looſe juſt as the people were 
coming from ſeeing the Execution of the 
Martyr : The people, ſceing the Bull 
coming, divided themſelves, and made a 
lane for him to paſs through, the Bull 
went through , without hurting, man, 
woman, or child , till he came to the 
place where the Chancellour was, againſt 
whom he ran very furiouſly, and with his 
Horns, hitting him on the Bclly, ran 
through it, and tearing out his Guts with 
his Horns, trailed them about the Streets, 
to the great aſtoniſhment of all that beheld 
it, | 
120, At the burning of Alexander Gong, 
and Alice Dmiver, Martyrs, thcre was one 
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Bate, a Barber, that was a very bufie 
man about burning them : but preſently 
after Gods ſevere Judgment fell upon him, 
fo that within three or four weeks after, he 
dycd in much miſery, 

121, In the Reign of Queen Mary, one 
of the Sheriffs of London, called Mr. 
Woodroſe , uſed Mr. Bradford very churl- 
hly at the time of his Execution, as he 
had dealt with Mr, Rogers before. He 
uſcd alſo to laugh, and make himſelf 
ſport at the ſufferings of theſe innocent 
perſons, and uſed to beat away the peo» 
ple who were deſirous to ſhake them by 
the hand before their Death : but the Lord 
( who uſually puniſhcth ſuch bloody Per- 
ſecutors ) ſhortly after ſtruck him with 
lameneſs upon one ſide, that he could 
never after turn him in his Bed. He had 
alſo a Dog-like Appctite, that could never 
be ſatighed with Food : and in this miſcry 
he continued by the ſpace of cight years, e» 
ven till he dyed. 

122, Adam Foſter of Mendleſham in 
Suffolk,, was apprehended by one Thomas 
Mouſe, and George Rivet for not coming 
to Maſs, and by them was carried before 
Sir Jobn Tyrel, who ſent him tothe Biſhop 
& Norwico, But it plcaſcd God that 

Mouſe 
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Mouſe, was immediately after ftricken 
with a grievous diſeaſe, whereof he ſhort- 
ly after dyed: And Rivet ( not warned 
thereby, but ) perſevering in his perſecu- 
ting ways, had a great ſwelling that roſe 
is his Legs, which grievouſly vexcd, aid 
tormented him ; and at laſt, falling into 
a fearful Diſeaſe, he dyed miſcrably, and 
in ſo impatient a manner, as terrihcd all 
that heard thereof, 

123. George Eagles, Martyr, who was 
hanged at Chelmesford in Eſſex, was cut 
down before he was dead, and ſadly mang- 
Id by one Wiliam Swallow, Bayliff of 
C/-/ne;ford:; His Body being opened , 
they pullcd out his heart, and quartered 
him, and fct up his Quartcrs in ſeveral 
places. Bur ſhortly attcxr, Gods terrible 
Judgments tcll upon this Swalow, ſo that 
his Hair tell trom his Head, his Eyes were 
fo cloſed that he could ſcarce fce, the 
Nails tell off trom his Fingers and Toes, 
and a Leprofic over-{prcad his whole Body, 
and his Eſtate {o niclted away that he fell 
- Beggary, and dycd in much mi- 
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124, William Seaman, Thomas Carman, 
and Thomas Hudſon were apprehended in 
Norfolk; Thcix Perſecutor was Sir Job» 
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Tyrel, who commanded his Servants to 
ſearch for Seaman: One of their names 
was Robert Baldwin, a Neighbour to Sea» 
man, and one in whom he put much con« 
fdence. Yct this treacherous perſon ( to 
gratifie his Mr. ) ſearched Seamanr houſe in 
the Night, and finding him at home, car- 
ried him Priſcner to his Maſter. As they 
went in the way a firange Light fell from 
Heaven betwixt them: After which, this 
Baldwin, though then in the Flower of his 
Age, nevcr enjoyed good day, but pined 
away till he dycd. 

125. Mr. William Brown, Miniſter of 
Little-Stanham ini Suffolk, tor preaching 
boldly , and faithfully againſt the Maſs, 
was pcrſccutcd by on Kobert Bloomfield, 
Conſtable there. But the terrible hand of 
God ftcll ypon him, both by Sickneſs, and 
Conſumption of his Eſtate, ſo that, being, 
rich bcfore, he became poor. His Wife alſo, 
and his Son dycd ot pining Sickneſs. And 
though he thought to repair his Eſtate, by 
marrying, a rich Widdow, yet God ſtill 
blowed upon it. His Body alſo was full 
of Botches and Sores, and being thus 
aMictcd in Body, and impoveriſhed in his 
Eſtate, he dyed in milcry: 

126. There was in Laxcaſhire, one 
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Juſtice Leland, who was a great Perſccutor 
of the godly in thoſe parts : He one day as 
he was ſitting in his Chair, and diſcourſing 
with his friends, fell down ſuddenly and 
dyed, never ſo much as once ſtirring 
atter. | 

127. Ralph Lardin, the Petrayer of 
George Eagles aforementioned, was him- 
lf arraigned, condemned, and hanged, 
As he ſftovd at the Bar, he faid publickly, 
This is juſtly faln upon me for betraying the 
Blood of that juſt and holy man, George 
Eaglcs, who, through my means was con- 
demned, and I ſold bis life for a little 
money. 
128, Mr. Swingfield, a Deputy in 
Thames-Street, hcaring, that Mrs. Angel , 
a Midwife, and a gracious woman, was at 
a Gentlewomans Labour in Crogked-Lane, 
taking thrce others with him, he beſet the 
Houſe, and apprchendcd her, ard carricd 
her unto ſome of Biſhop Bonner's Officers, 
who put her into Lollards Tower, This 
Mrs. Angel! was great with child, and by 
reaſon of the fright, and a fall which ſhe 
caught at her apprehenſion, ſhe fel] into 
Labour the next day, and was delivered 
in Priſon. having no woman with hcr, to 
help her in her cxtremity, But within 
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ten weeks after, Deputy Swingfietd, and 
all the other three that came with him to 
aſſiſt him, all of them dyed. 

129, There was one Bwrton, the Bayliff 
of Crowland in Lincolnſhire, who in King 
Edward the Sixth's time, was a ſeemingly 
zealous Proteftant : But when Queen Mary 
came to the Crown, he ſoon turned Papiſt, 
and endeavoured to ſtir up his Neighbours 
to introduce the Maſs. They, not being 
forward in it, the Sabbath following this 
Burton went to the Chureh, and when the 
Curate was beginning to read the Engliſh 
Service, Burton went to him, ſaying, Sir- 
rah, will you not ſay Maſs? Buckle your 
elf to it , you Knave, or by Gods Blood, I 
will faeath my Dagger in your Shoulders, 
The poor Curate, being affrighted here- 
with, betook himſelf to read Maſs : But 
fhortly after, as this Bxrton, with one of. his 
Neighbours, rode together upon the Fen- 
bank, a Crow, ( with her uſual Note ) 
flew over his head, and voiding her Ex- 
crements,, it fell on his Noſe, and ran 
down upon his Beard, and ſtank fo horgy7 
ribly as ſet him a vomiting in a moſt vio- 
lent manner: whereupon, haſting home, 
he betook himſclt to his Bcd, but could 
cat nothing : And the Stipk, ard vemiting 
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ſtill continuing, with fearful Oaths and Ex« 
ecrations, he curſed the Crow for thus 
poiſonipg of him; and fo continued in ex- 
treme torments till he dyed. 
- 130. There was one Fames Abbes burnt 
at Bury tor Religion: As he went to the 
Stake, fome poor people met him, beg- 
ging his Alms, and becauſe he had no mo- 
ney to give them, he plucked of his Ap- 
parel, to his vcry ſhirt, and diſtributed it 
among them, exhorting them to be ftrong 
in the Lord ; and ( as faithful tollowers of 
Feſus Chlijt ) to ſtand fiedfaft in the truth 
of the Goſpel, which, ( ſaid he ) with Gods 
aſſiſtance , 1 will now, in your ſight, ſeal 
with my Blood, - Whileft he was thus ex- 
horting them, there came one of the She- 
riffs men, who, hearing what he faid, 
cryed out to the people moſt blaſphemouſ- 
ly, ſaying, Good People, believe him not, 
for *tis Herefie that he ſpeaketh. And as 
Abbes continued his godly Exhortations, 
ſo this wicked wretch belched out his 
blaſphemous Exclamations, till they came 
to the Stake, As ſoon as the Fire was 
kindled, Gods fearful vengeance fell up» 
on this wicked wretch ; who, immediate- 
ly, in all the pcoples tight, tell diſtracted, 
wherewith ( a little bcfoxe ) he had 
charged 
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charged this Bleſſed Servant of Jeſus 
Cbriſft: And in a furious manner, pulli 
off his cloaths, he ſaid, Thus did James 
Abbes , the true Servant of God, who is 
ſaved, but T am damwd. And ſo he ran 
about the Town, ſtill crying out, James 
Abbes was a good man, aud is ſaved, but I 
am damn'd, Hereupon his Maſter cauſed 
him to be bound, clothed, and kept in a 
dark room, but as ſoon as the ecmpany 
was departed he tore off his cloths, ſtill 
raging, and crying out, James Abbes was 
the true Servant of Ged, and is ſaved, but I 
am damned: And thus he continued till he 
dycd. 

131. One Dale, a Promoter and Perſc- 
cutor in Queen Marys days, was caten up 
by Lice, and dycd miſcrably. 

Alexander , the Keeper of Newgate, a 
mercilcls Enemy to thoſe that lay there for 
Religion, and who uſed to go to Biſhop 
bonner, and his Officers, crying out, Rid 
my Priſon : Rid my Priſon: I am tov much 
peltered with theſe Hereticks : By Gods jult 
Judgment he fell into a grievous Dilcaſc ; 
His Body was ſo much {woln that he was 
more like a Monſter than a man, ard his 
Entrails ſo rotted that none could endure 
the ſtink of him. And his Son James, 
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to whom he left a great Eſtate, ſoon con- 
ſumed it, faying in a jeering manner, jl1 
gotten, il] ſpent. Art laſt, as he went 
through Newgate-Market , he fell down 
ſuddenly and dycd. 

132. Alſo Jobn Peter, Alexander's Son 
in Law, was an horrible Blaſphemer, and 
uſed upon every occaſion to ſay, If it be 
mot ſo, I pray God, I may rot before I dye. 
He was alſo very cruel to the poor Servants 
of God in Priſon. And God paid him 
home in his own coin : For according to 
his Imprecation, his Body rottted away by 
piece-meal till he dycd. 

133. One Lever of Brightwel in Barks 
ſhire, jeeringly ſaid, That he ſaw that ill- 
favoured Knave, Latimer, when he was 
burned at Oxford: and that he had Teeth 
like an Horſe : But the Lord ſuffered not 
this profane ſcoff to go unpuniſhed. For 
about that very ſame Hour wherein Lever 
_-u thoſe words, his Son hanged him+ 
elf. 


134+ All ages have cauſe to admire, and 
adore the Exemplary Judgments of God 
poured out upon Stephen Gardiner, Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, in Qucen Marys days; who 
upon the day wherein Reverend Latimer, 
and Learned Ridley were to be burnt af 
Oxford, 
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Oxford, ([ though ſome great Peers caine 
to dine with him that day, yet ) would 
not ſit down to dinner, till one of his Ser- 
vants about four a Clock in the Afternoon 
coming Poſt from Oxford, brought word 
that Execution was done upon them. 
Then did he haſt to Dinner, and was very 
merry, but ere he had eaten many bits, a 
ſudden ſtroke of Gods hand fell upon him, 
ſo that he was carried immediately to his 
Bcd, in which he continued for fiftcen days 
in intollerable anguiſh and torments, rotting 
above ground, during all which time he 
could void Hothing that he received, nei- 
ther by Stool, nor Urine, his Tongue alſo 
hung out of his mouth ſwoln, and black, 
and fo he languiſhed and pined away in 
great anguiſh and miſery. 

135. King James the Fifth of Scotland, 
by the inſtigation of the Popiſh Clergy, was 
a great Perſecutor of the Truth that then 
brake forth in that Kingdom : and frr that 
end he gave Commillton to Sit James Ha- 
milton, natural Brother tothe Earl of Ar- 
ran, who was his Treaſurer, to call, and 
convent all that were ſuſpcAted of Hereſie, 
and to inflict upon them the puniſhment, 
which. after tryal, they ſhould be found 
todcſerve ; In Execution of which Coms 
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miſſion he was moſt fierce and cruel, not 
ſparing ſome that were of his near Kindred, 
But when he was in his greateſt heighth, 
and made it his work to o_ $ the 
Goſpel, one of his own Friends, whom 
he purſued upon the account of Religion, 
accuſed him of Treaſon, and notwith- 
ſtanding the mediation of the Popiſh Cler- 
gy for him, as their greateſt Patron, he 
was arraigned, condemned, executed, and 
quartered in the ſtreets of Edenburg. 

This King Fames alſo was wo to ſay, 
that none of that way ſhould expe& any 
favour at his hands, nay, nor his own 
Sons it they ſhould be found guilty. But 
ſhortly after, War breaking forth with 
'Exgland, he found his Nobility averſe to 
thoſe Incurſions which he intended to 
make intv England, which much vexed 
him, Theſe thoughts, and ſome fearful 
Viſions which he had by Night, terrified 
him exceedingly, For at Linlithgow, on 
a night as he ſlept, it ſeemed to him that 
Thomas Scot, Jultice Clerk,came unto him, 
with a company of Devils, crying, Wo 
worth the day that ever I knew thee, or thy 
Service : For ſerving thee againſt God and 
his Servants, I am now adjudged to Hell 
torments, Hercupon awaking, he callcd 
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for Lights, and told his Servants what he 
had heard and ſeen, The next morrow, 
by the light of day, news was brought 
hin of the death of the ſaid Juſtice Clerk, 
which fell out juſt at the ſame time when 
the King had this Viſion, and almoſt in 
the ſame manner : For he dyed in great 
horror, often reiterating thoſe words, By 
the righteous _—_— of God, I am con» 
demned, And this manner of his death, 
anſwering ſo exactly to the Kings Dream 

made it the more terrible. | 
The King alſo had another Dream inthe 
fame place a few nights after, which did 
more affright him. Whileſt he lay fleep- 
ing, he thought that Sir Jemeg, Hamilton 
aforeſaid, came unto him with a naked 
Sword in his Hand, and therewith cut off 
both his Arms threatening to return 
within a ſhort time, and to deprive him of 
his life. With this he awaked, and as he 
lay muſing what this Dream ſhould im+ 
port, news was brought him of the death 
of his two Sons, James, and Arthar, the 
one dying at $. Andrews, the other at 
Strivling, at one and the very (ame hour, 
The next year, which was 1542+ being 
overwhelmed with grief, he dycd at Falk: 
{and in the two and thirticth year of his 
F 3 Age. 


Age. A little before he dyed, word was 
brought him that his Queen was delivered 


of a Daughter ; whereupon he brake forth 


intoa Paſhon, faying : It came with a Laſs, 
( meaning the Crown ) and will go with a 
Laſs, Fie upon it. 

136. One Friar Campbell in Scotland 
did bitterly rail upon that man of God, 
Mr. Patrick Hamilton whileſt he was burn- 
ing at S. Andrews : to whom Mr. Hamilton 
ſaid with much carneſtneſs : Thou wicked 
man , thou knoweſt the contrary, and haſt 
Sometime made a Proſeſſion of the truth : I 
appeal thee to anſwer it before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt : A few days after Camphel 
fell ſick, and in great horror of Conſcience 
dycd diſtracted. 

137. Arno 1568. There was in Bred 
one Peter Coulogne, a godly man, who, by 
his Popiſh Adverſarics was caſt into Priſon, 
and his Maid-ſervant daily carried him his 
Food , confirming, and comforting him 
out of the woxd ot God as well as ſhe was 
able ; tor which they impriſoned her alſo. 
Not long after Peter was put to the torment 
of the Rack, which he endurcd paticntly, 
Atter him the Maid was tetch'd to be rack- 
ed , whereupon , ſhe ſaid; My Maſters, 
wherefrre will ye put me to this torture, ſeeing 
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I have 19 way offended you ? If it be for my 
Faith-ſake, ye need ngt torment me: For, as 
I was never aſhamed to make a Confeſſiou 
thereof, no more will I now be «t this pre- 
ſent before you , but will if you pleaſe freely 
ſhew you my mind therein, Yet for all this 
they would have her to the Rack : where- 
upon ſhe again ſaid , If I muſt needs ſuffer 
ths pain, pray you give me leave to call 
pon my God firſt, This they aſſented to 3 
and whileſt ſhe was fervently pouring out 
her Soul unto God by Prayer, one of the 
Commithorers was ſurpriſed with ſuch fear 
and terror that he tell into a ſwoon, out of 
which he could never be recovered , by 
which means the poor Maid eſcaped rack- 
ing. 
138. In the Reign of King Heyry the 
Second of France, there was a godly Tai- - 
lor condemned to be burnt for Religion, 
and ſome about the King, would needs per- 
{wade him to be preſent, and to fee the 
Exccution himſclt: And God gave the 
Tailor ſuch ſtrength and conrage in the hre 
as aſtoniſhed the King to behold it : And the 
poor Tailor, having, cſpicd the King in a 
window where he fate, hxcd his Eycs fo 
edfaſtly upon him, as they were never off, 
and the King was thereby confirained to 
F 3 leave 
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kave the window, and to retire into his 
Chamber, and was fo affeQed therewith, 
that he confeſſed the ſhadow of the Taylor 
followed him whither ſoever he went, and 
for many Nights after he was fo terrihed 
with the Apparitions of the Taylor, that 
he proteſted with an Oath, that he would 
never hear, nor {ce any more of thoſe Lu- 
therans burned, 

139. In the late Rebellion, and Perſecu- 
tion of Ireland, John Nicholſon, and Anne 
his wife were received into the Protection 
of one Fitz-Patrick, who would have per- 
ſwaded them to change their Religion and 
to go to Maſs:But they profeſſed that before 
they would do that, they would dye upon 
the Swords point, Then he labourcd to 

revail with the woman to burn her Bible, 
ut ſhe ſaid, that before ſhe would do it, 
ſhe would dye the death : whereupon the 
Sabbath morning following, thcy were 


both of them cruelly murthered : But he 
that ated that villany, was ſo tormented * 


in Conſcience : and dogged with their Ap- 

paritions, that he pined away and dycd. 
140. In the late IriÞþ Maſlacre, wherein 
the bloody Papiſts ſpared none of what 
Age , Sex, or quality ſoever; O! how 
Vitibly did the Judgments of God follow 
- them? 
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them? And for that ſavage Blood-ſhed, 
ve them Blood to drink in great mea» 
— For Mac-Gwir Mac-Mabur, and Sir 
Philem Oneal, being taken Priſoners, were 
publickly executed. Moſt of the reſt were 
conſumed by the Sword , cither in their 
own Countrey, or in Foreign parts, and 
cheir ſpirits were generally (o debaſed, and 
their courage emaſculated, that a few En- 
gliſh , or Scottiſh Soldiers would chaſe 
multitudes of them ; and Gods Judgments 
did ſo eminently follow them, that within 
a few years moſt of that cruel Generation 
were rooted out. 


Of Gods Judgments wpon Perſecutors in 
Germany, Spain, and France, 


141. The EleQoral Houſe of Saxony , 
upon the devcſting of that brave and pious 
Prince Fobx Frederick, the true Heir, by 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and the in- 
velting the younger Houſe to uſurp that 
Honour, hath ever ſince proved a greatcr 
Fricnd to the Popiſh Party, than to the purer 
Church of the French, and HelvetickCon- 
felhon. Mewrice that uſurped the Dutchy 
and Electorate, upon the captivating of 
the faid John Frederick,, his Couſin, firſt 
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rujned the Princes of the Smalcaldick 
Union, to which himſelf had ſubſcribed 
and then ( caſting an ambitious eye upon 


the Empire it ſelt : ) broke his Faith with 


the Emperor that had raiſed him; and 
having patched up the defection by the 
help of Ferdinand of Anſtria, King of Bo- 
bemia ( afterwards Emperor } he laſtly 
periſhed by a violent death in a pitch'd 
Battel fought againſt his Fcllow-Prote- 
_ A juſt Judgment of God upon 
im, 

142. Charles the Fifth, having obtain- 
ed the Empire by the help and monics of 
our King Heynry the Eighth, was the moſt 
potent Emperor that ever Germany had as 
long as he maintained the peace of Reli- 
gion: But having yielded to the Popes in- 
{tigations, and proſpered a while in his in- 
tendcd extirpation of the Truth, he found 
at laſt by ſad cxperiencc, what his brave, 
and valiant General | Caſtaldus | had fore- 
told him, that theſe violent proceedings 
"would in the cnd prove fatal to himſelt : 
For having firſt flcd away at Midnight, in a 
cold and ,rainy ſeaſon trom Onſpwrch, tor 
fear of the Proteſtant Army, he was aftcr- 
ward (inſtead of ſctling his Son Philip m 
his Imperial Throne, as he had intcndcd ) 

torccd 
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forced to ſurrender the Empire to his Bro- 
ther Ferdinand, who diverſe years before 
had entred into a ſecret League with the 
Proteſtant Princes of Germany, and ſo ha- 
ving, lived a few years in adeſpiſed, and 
diſconſolate condition, he at laſt ended his 
life moſt ingloriouſly in a Monaſtery, 

143- His Son Thilip the Second, King 
of Spain, the moſt invetcrate Enemy of 
the Goſpel that ever lived, did not only 
erct Shambles for Gods Saints in moſt of 
his large Dominions, by his bloody In- 
quifitors, but ſtill aided the Rebels in 
France, England, and Ireland againſt their 
lawtul Sovercignd ld plottcd to invade 
all other Proteſtant Dominions in Chriſten- 
dom, {o at laſt by one general Carriage of 
them all, he and -his holy Father the Pope, 
_ have ſharcd the Chriſtian World by 
a double Monarchy , of the Church and 
Empire between them. But did this 
bloody Prince proſper in theſe his ambi- 
tious and cruel Deſigns ? Nothing Icfs. For 
what got heby his invading France by 
Land, and England, and Ireland by Sca, 
and by his large Penſions conferred upon 
the Traitors and ſecret Enemies of either 
States? Truly nothing. For having waſt- 
ed about thirty millions of Money yy 
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thoſe fruitleſs Deſigns; and not gained a 
Foot of Land in any of thoſe Realms, but 
the loſs of a great part of the ſeventeen 
Provinces , with whom , having broktn 
his Oath ſolemnly ſworn to them in his 


Inauguration, they ( by the Aid of England 
and France ) freed themſelves from his un- | 


juſt Opprefſion and Tyranny. 


Neither did the Divine Juſtice ſuffer him | 
ſo to eſcape, but raiſed a Fire in his own f 
Houſe. For whereas he had Iſſue by his | 


firſt Wife Mary, the Daughter of Fobn the 
Third, King of Portugal, one only Son, 
called Charles (a is xce of admirable to- 


wardlincſ(s ) He (d the Life of our 
' Queen Mary, his ſecond Wite ) treated a 
Marriage for his Son with Elizabeth, the 
eldcft Daughter of Henry the Second, King 
of France, during which Treaty , our 
Qucen Mary dying, he himſclf married her 
who was deſigned for his Son ( a Lady of 
admirable Beauty and Parts : ) They often 
in private, never forgetting their old at- 
tcaions, lamented their unhappy loſs each 
of othcr. The Son alſo detelted his Fa- | 
thers cruelty, and butchery by the mercileſs 
Inquiſitors! This fo enraged his jealous 
Father, that he impriſon'd him, and de- 
livered him over into the Inquiſitors 
Hands, 
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Hands, by whom he was condenmed , 
Anno Chriſti, 1568. and a few days after 
he ſent to him to chooſe his own Death, 
who in a warm Bath cauſed his Veins to 
be opened, and ſo dyed. A while after 
( though ſhe was great with child ) he 
cauſed his Queen to drink a Cup of poi- 
ſon, which ſoon diſpatched her. 

144. King Philip's fourth Wife was 
Anne, the Daughter of Mary, the Empreſs, 
his own natural Siſter, by whom he had 
Iſſue Ferdinand and James, both cut off by 
Death in their Infancy , and Ph:lip, who 
being the only ſurviving Ifſue of this in- 
ceſtuous match, ſucceeded his Father in 
his Dominions, but not altogether in his 
crueltics. 

145. Rodwlph the Second, Emperor of 
Germany, not following the ſteps of the 
wiſe Maximilian his Father, but of the a- 
forclaid Philip his Brother in Law, ſought 
by all ſecret and hoſtile means to cnervate, 
and root out Religion in the Empirc : 
What got he by it, but to have Gods curſe 
denounced in Scripture fulhlled upon him ? 
That the elder ſhould ſerve the younger. For 
Mathis the Arch-Duke of Axftria,, raifing, 
an Army in the ycar 1608. and joining his 
Forces with thoſe of the oppreſſed Prote- 
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ants in Bobemia, hem'd up his Brother 
Rodulph in Prague, got the Kingdom of 
Hmngary from him in preſent poſſeſſion, 
and the Empire in reverſion, leaving him 
nothing, but the complement of Majclty, 
which he did not long ſurvive, and could 
never revenge that affront. 

146. We need not look into ancicnt Hiſto- 
ries of Gods Judgments upon Heathen per- 
ſecuting Empcrors : we may ſee the fad ſuc- 
ceſſes of the Princes of the houſe of Valoy 
in France, King Henry the Sccond of 
France was meanly married to Katherine de 

 Medices ( the Niece of Pope Clement the 
Seventh ) during the Life of the Dolphin 
his elder Brother, who was afterwards 
poiſoned. And Francis the firſt, his Fa- 
ther deceaſing, he ſucceeded, and ſwayd 
the French Sccpter tor divcrſc ycars, with 
much Tranquility and happincſs, rill 
( loathing the Coiturc of his Quecn, unit 
indecd for a Princes bed ) he grew highly 
enamoured on Pifavia of Valence, a wo- 
man of exquiſite Beauty, and good Ccx- 
tration, with whom he long after lived in 
continual Adultery, and was bygher en- 
ticed to'perſecute and flay the Proteftgnts, 
Anno Gbriſti 1553. that ſo by the confil- 
cation of their Lands and Goods, (xc 
mrght 
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oft enrich her ſelf, and her Kindred. 
This: Perſecution put a Period to all his for- 
mer Vicories, and the next year was fol- 
lowed with the loſs of the City of Seins in 
Itzly to the Spaniard: The Death of the 
old gallant General Leo Strozzi by a baſe 
hand, and the overthrow of his French Ar- 
my by James de Medices. 

147. Anno Chriſti 1556. The violence 
of perſecution was again renewed againſt 
the Proteſtants, and the very next year af- 
ter ( as betore ) God again gave up the 
French - Army to the ſlaughter of the 
Spaniards and Dutch at the Siege and 
Battel of S. Swintins, in which were above 
three thouſand flain upon the place, and 
- many of them men of note, and ſoon after 
the Town was taken by Storm : Alſo 
Anns Duke ds Memorancy himfclt, the 
Conſtable of France : The Marſfal of S. 
Andrew : the Duke of Longevile , Gaſpar 
de Coligne, Earl of Caftilion and Admiral of 
France, and a number others of the great 
Pcers. were all raken Priſoners. In ſum, 
| the loſs and flaughtcr was fo great, and 
) fatal to the French, as it wcll-near equalled 
that Victory obtained by the Duke of Foxy- 
bon at the Battel of Pavia in Italy againſt 
Francis the firſt, his Father. Yet Hexry 


the 
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the Second till ſhut his eyes againſt the 
cauſe of theſe loſſes, and having his heart 
cauterized by his Luſts, he not only cauſed 
the godly to be committed to the Flames, 
but himſelt would needs be a SpeQRator of 
their Torments as a pleaſing fight, and 


had combined with Philip King of Spain, | 


his new Son in Law, for the utter ruine 
and final ſubverſion of Geneva. 

Nay, but a few hours before his Death, 
Anno 1559. Lodovick Faber, and Anna 
Burgus, two Senators of Paris, becauſe they 
had ſpoken a little freely in defence of the 
innocency and picty of the Proteſtants in the 
open Senate, were caſt into Priſon by his 
ſpecial Command, in the Baſtile of the 
ſame City, by Gabriel Earl of Mongomery, 
one of the Captains of his Guard. And 
the perſecution of all others of the ſame 
Profethion grew ſo hot and furious : when 
the King Jzne the nine and twentieth, the 
ſame year, running at Tilt with the very 
ſame Earl of Mongomery, and near the very 
Baſtile where the faid Senators were Pri- 
ſoners, was ſtruck with a ſplinter of Mon- 
gomery's Spear, through the Eye into his 
Brain, and never had the happinels to ſpeak 
one word after, though he ſurvived the 
wound a tew days Nor to Res - 
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his former Luſt and Cruelty. 

148, And it we farther look to Gods 
Hand that followed this Prince in his Po+ 
ſterity, it will yet ſeem the greater miracle, 
For of five Sons that he had, all fave one 
dyed without lawful Iſſue to ſurvive them, 
ad three of them by violent Deaths, and 
in his Poſterity ended the Valetian Line, 
the Crown thereupon devolving to the 
Royal Branch of Cleremont, commonly 
called Bowrbon , whom his Sons had moſt 
bitterly hated and perſecuted. And of all 
his five Daughters, three dyed iflueleſs, and 
the eldeſt ( the Queen of Spain aforemen- 
tioned ) that had Iſſue was cut off by po 
ſon, Nay, his very Baſtard Son, Hexry of 
Engoliſm, a great Actor in the Parifion Maſ- 
facxe, periſhed alſo by the ſtab of Philip Al- 
tovit, a Florentme, his old and mortal Ene- 
my, Anno Chriſti 1586. during the Reign 
of Henry the Third, his Brother. 

149. Charles the Ninth ( third Son of 
the ſaid Henry the Second ) who ſucceeded 
his Brother Francis the Second, Anno Chriſts 
1560, had he continued his Reign with as 
much Mercy and Wilſdom as he began it, 
when he followed the grave and {cafonable 
adviſe of Michael Heſbitolias, tis Chans« 


ccllor, probably he had lived more vir- 
tuoully 
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tuouſly and dyed leſs miſerably, But he 
had ſcarce raigned two years in Peace and 
Plenty , when Katherine de Medices, his 
Mother ( dcfiring to get the Regency into 
her own Hands by raiſing combuſtions in 
the Kingdom ) perſwaded this her Son to 
revive thoſe Perſecutions againſt the Pro- 
teſtants which his Father had begun. She 
alſo reconciled Her felt to Charles Lorainer, 
Duke of Gziſe, whom a little before ſhe 
had feared and hated, being a ſecret Ene- 
my to Lewis de Cleremont, Prince of Con- 
de, He and the Marſhal of S. Andrew 
having gained Anus Momorancy, Conſtable 
of France to their party, they all conſpired 
together for the ruine of the Truth. The 
Proteſtants in the mean time, ſceing the 
King in his minority, held ( as it were ) 
captivated by this Triumvirate, took up 
Arms by the Queen-Mothers own inſti- 
gation, to maintain the Kings Edict of 
Pacification , which was publiſhed Amo 
Chriſti 1561. commonly called, The Edid 
of January, 

The year following, by the inſtigation 
of the ſaid Trirmvirate, not only the Queen- 
Mother, but Anthony de Cleremont, King 
of Navar allo ( who yct dycd a Prote- 
ſtant ) was drawn on tc aſlail thoſe of the 

Religion 
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Religion with open force, they in the 
mean time filling the Queen-Mothers ear 
with theſe vain Flatteries, that ſhe ſhould 
ſoon ſee the utter ruine of all the Hereticks 
in France ; From which time that goodly, 
rich, peaceable, and flourithing Kingdom, 
for almoſt forty years together ( ſome 
ſhort pauſes excepted ) was filled with 
Cruelties , Ravages, Raviſhments ,, Mur- 
thers, Battles, Fires, Slaughters, and all 
other calamities that attend a civil War : 
In the end of all which, the Proteſtants 
being increaſed in their ſtrength and num- 
bers, obtained a more firm and advanta- 
gious peace than ever they had before : 
whereas thoſe three incendiaries who had 
been the Authors of all theſe miſeries, pe- 
riſhed within a few years after, by the juſt 
Judgment of God in the very a& when 
they were purſuing the godly party. For 
the Marſhal of S. Andrew was ſlain in the 
Battle of Dreux : Ann de Momorancy un- 
der the very walls of Pari, and Francis 
Lorainer, Duke of Guiſe, was piſtoled by _ 

Fobn Poltrot whilcſt he betieged Orleans. 
King Charles lecing that by open force 
he could not eradicate and deſtroy the truth, 
nor root out the Profcflors ot it, about 
two years bcfore the hellith Maſſacre bee 
GG gun 
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gun at Paris, and proſecuted ( to the per- 
petual infamy of France ) in diverſe other 
Cities, held a ſecret Council in the Caſtle 
of Blois, with Katherine de Medices, his 
Mother, Alexander, and Hercules ( called 
alſo Henry and Francis ) his Brothers, and 
Henry Lorainer, Heir to the {aid Duke 
Frencis aforementioned, by what means 
they might belt draw the Proteſtants into 
their toil to murther and deſtroy them. 
The ſame Council was again held in the 
houſe of Hieronimo de Gondy at $. Clou, and 
the time and order of the bloody Marriage 
Banquet to be ſerved in at the Nuptials of 
the King of Navar with the Lady Margeret, 
the French Kings Siſter, almolt in the ſame 
manner and on. as it was afterwards put 
in execution on Bartholomerys Day, Anno 
Chriſti 1572, In which were moſt in- 
humancly murthered, of men, women, and 
children ( many allo of them being great 
and honourable Perſonages ) ' of either Sex 
about thirty thouſand, And while the 
Duke of Gziſe was proſecuting that molt 
inhumane Butchery, a Cabinet Council 
was held in the Queen-Mothcrs Chambcr, 
whethcr it were not neceſſary that both 
the Duke, and the reſt of his Family who 
were then preſent, (hould not be diſpatched 
at 
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at the ſame time in that diforderly tu- 
mult, : 

King Charles himſelf never ſaw good 
day attcr this bloody Maſſacre, though 
the Comrt-Sycophants had promiſed him 
that it ſhould prove the firſt happy day of 
his abſolute Monarchy. For though he 
had been long drenched in Luft ( a fin {cl 
dom. ſeparated from a Perſccutor ) by his 
ordinary Adultery with a mean Wench of 
Orleance, of whom he begat Charles of En- 
goliſm, afterwards Earl of Auvern : And 
though he had been trained up by his Mo» 
ther to fee the ſlaughter of Beaſts 3 and &- 
ver in his Chaſes had bcen accuſtomed to 
bath his hands in the Blood of the lain 
Game ( which might have ſerved to (tus 
=_ his Conſcience, as they did inflame 

is ficrce and cruel nature, yet ) a vcry 
ſtinging remorſe in his Conſcience , did 
ever purſue and haunt him after that mer- 
cilcls laughter, brought about, chicfly by 
his own (wearing and tor{wearing, ( by 
which the King of Navar, and the Ad- 
miral Coligni were deccived ) His cycs e- 
ver rolled up and down nuccrtainly in the 
Day-time with fcar and ſuſpition, and hig 
fleep was uſually intcrrupred in the night 
with diſma) Drcams and Apparitions ( hke 
(G3 2 our 
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our King Richard the Third of England 
after he had murthered his two Nephews 
in the Tower ) Nay, though he ſurvived 
that Maſſacre not fully two years, yet had 
he in that time plotted the death of the ſaid 
Henry, Duke of Gmiſe, and the removal 
of the Queen-Mother, and her Inſtruments 
from the Helm of State : But as he, a little 
before the Maſſacre had poiſoned that in- 
comparable Princels for Learning and 
Piety, Joan, Queen of Navar : So did his 
Mother, or the Duke of Gziſe ( by way 
of prevention, or anticipation ) miniſter 
to him his fatal ſharp Phifick,, of which 
(after many and grievous torments ) he 
deceaſed upon Whitſunday , Anno Chriſti 
1574: being not full twenty hve years 
old. 


150. The Queen-Mother, the Kings 
two Brethren, the Cardinal, and the Duke 
of 4 that had not only joined with 

m in his Perſecution, but encouraged him 
to it, they ſtill ſurvived, and for ought 
men ſaw, were firmly ſetled in Peace and 
Proſperity: Though Gxife might have 
taken warning by the Death ot Claxde, 
Duke of Azmal, his Brother, flain with a 
Musket-Bullet from the walls cf Rochel, 

as 


_ OT 


+ ©. oH mM mp bY 


", wy = & _ £©A A A &- TT © 


n= 


__ «a» tf to as a” wa ©. 


*— 


'foz Perlecutots, 99 
as he lay in Sicge before it, Anno Chriſte 
1573. 
= Henry his Brother, who ſucceeded 
King Charles, was not long, before choſen 
King of Poland, where he then was z but 
hearing of the Death of his Brother, he 
clandeltinly ſtole away from that King- 
dom to return to France, Jn his return 
the good Emperor Maximilian the Second, 
and the Venetian State, earneſtly adviſed 
him to maintain the former Edicts of Pa- 


ciication inviolably , and not force the 
| Conſcienccs of men in matters of Religion 3 


Of the ſame Opinion alſo were all his wiſeſt 
Councellors, who ſaw plainly that the cn- 
crealing, of the Proteſtants was the only 
means now left under Heaven to draw the 
Pope and his Conclave to yield ſome Re- 
formation of the Church, which it necded 
exccedingly. But his Mother adviſed him 
þy all means to root out the Profeſſors of the 
truth by Fire and Sword. And others there 
were of looſe and Atheiſtical Livcs, as Henry 
Duke of Gauife; Lewis the Cardinal of 
Guiſe ; Renalt Viloclare ( A man, ſaith the 
incomparable Monficur de Thou, fatally 
preferr'd to be an attendant upon this 
King by his Mother ) and diverſe others, 
who perſwadcd the King to break the aforc- 

G 3 ſaid 
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ſaid Edits for Pacification, and never to 
ſheath his Sword till he had utterly ruined 
all the Proteſtants in France : And the King, 
being of a weak, and degenerate Spirit, 
the Houſe of Gziſe ( being the Arch-enc- 
mies of the Goſpel |) became at length 6 
potent, and triumphed ſo notoriouſly over 
the impotency of the King, that at laſ 
they forced him to ſeek to thoſe very Pro- 
teſtants for ſupport, againſt whom he had 
taken a Solemn Oath tor thcir utter de- 
firuction. 

Infinite almoſt were the Treaſures which 
he ſpent upon his Minions and Pleaſures 
' (His expenſes upon his Dogs only, amount- 
ed in thoſe times to twenty thouſand 
pounds yearly at the leaſt ) but moſt was 
exhauſted in the proſtcution of his Wars 
againft the Proteſtants. 

152, Guiſe, and his Faftion now grown 
firong, and aſſured of ſupport trom King 
Pbilip the Second of Spain, after he had ex- 
pelled his King out of Pars, and heaped a 
world of other inſolent affronts upon him, 
was drawn by him, Anno Chrifti 1588. to 
the Aſſembly then held at Blow, He came 
thither with his Brother Lewis Lorainer, 
Cardinal of Gmiſe, and Charles, Prince of 
Jonvile, his Son, upon the ſame Royal Al- 
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ſurance of ſafety, with which Charles the 
Ninth, had ( by his adviſe ) deceived the 
Proteſtants before the abhorred Maſſacre in 
the year 1572, But during this Aſſembly 
this Duke of Gziſe was ſlain, againſt the 
Publick, Faith given him, not only within 
the Caſtle of Blojs, but in that very room, 
whercin ſixteen years before he had adviſed 
the bloody Maſſacre of Paris to be executed, 
Two circumſtances alſo do add much hor- 
ror to the puniſhment it felf : One was 
that he was but newly riſen from the bed 
of his adulterate Luſt, having not been 
able before this night, to conquer the cha- 
ſtity of a Gentlewoman that waitcd on 
the Qacen-Mother : and therefore was fo 
eagcr in reaping, the fruits of his long Siege, 
that he came not to the Council Chamber, 
till he was oft ſent for, and even then 
ſcarcely ready : The other was in the man- 
ner of his fhrſt wound, which was given 
him in his Throat, and immediately cauſed 
the Blood ſo abundantly to fiream out of 
his Mouth, as he never had time ſo much 
as to call upon God for mercy or forgive- 
neſs, but ſpent his laſt minute in endea- 
vouring to revenge himſelt upon his Mur- 
therers, 

153, A while after the Cardinal of G#//*, 
G 4 [118 
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his Brother ( who had bcen a great Game- 
ſter at Cards and Dice 3 periſhed alſo in the 
ſame Caſtle of Blows by a violent Death, 
Katherine de Medices, the Queen- Mother, 
who had becn the chict cauſe for thirty 
years together of the ſhedding of ſo much 
innocent Blood, being, preſcnt at the ſame 
time in the ſaid Caltle, ſtormed ſecretly 
that ſo great an action ſhould be entred in- 
to, and cffetcd without her advice : And 
when ſhe heard that Charles Lorainer, Duke 
of Main was cſ{caped, ( being the younger 
Brother to the murthered Duke of Gwiſe ) 
ſhe preſaged to the King her Son, the fad 
Ifſue of that raſh attempt, which he ( as it 
{cems )) interpreting to be rather the ex- 
preſſhon of her wiſhes than her fears ; and 
having by many woful expcricnces, ſcen 
the cffc&s of her revengful Italian Spirit, 
took a courſe to pacify her wrath : For not 
long after , ſhe there ended her unhappy 
Life, by poiſon ( ſaith Elizs Rewſner ) in 
the ſame Caſtile alſo, wherc ſhe held the hi ii 
ſecret and bloody Council for the execution 
of the aforeſaid bloody Maſſacre. Francis 
her youngeſt Son dyed betore her, Jzne 
the tenth, Anno 1584. inthe one and thir- 
ticth year of his Age, of a violcnt poiſon, 
probably miniſtrcd to him by ſome of the 
Hiſpaniolized 
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Hiſpaniolized Guiſards, ſo that it cauſed 


* very much Blood to iſſue out of his Body 


in ſeveral places, the ſight of which purple 
ſtreams might well call upon him to re- 
member with what inhumane Pride he 
trampled upon the bloody ſtreets of Paris 
in the great ſlaughter committed upon 
Gods Saints and Martyrs about twelve 
years before. 

154. There now only remained Hemry 
the Third, the French King, alive, of all 
the firſt contrivers, and principal Execu- 
tioners of that inhumane Maſſacre, which 
no Age, no Time, no Action of the moſt 
Barbarous Nations of the world could 
cver parallel, till that horrid Maſſacre of the 
bloody Iriſh upon the Engliſh Proteſtants 
in the year 1641. Oftober 23* wherin a- 
bove one hundred and fifty thouſand pe- 
riſhed in one of the four Provinces of that 
Kingdom, after the moſt ſavage and bar- 
barous manner that ever was read of. 

155. Charles Loyainer, Duke of Mair 
was preſently upon the death of his Bro- 
ther made Gencral of the Holy Leagze, ( as 
they ſtiled it ) And Pari it elf, and in a 
manner all the Popiſþ Cities beyond the Loir 
giving up their Names and Forces to that 
Faction , ſupported from Rome by Pope 

. Sixtus 
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Sixtw the Fifth, and from Spein by Philip 
the Second. 

156, When-.the King ſaw that neither 
his acting the Moxk, with the Flagellators, 
nor his playing the Devil againſt the Pro- 
Rants, could ſecure him trom a ſpeedy 
ruine vy the violent hands of Rebcls; He 
ſent to the victorious King of Navar ( his 
Brother in Law ) and to the Proteſtant 
Army, before whoſe known valour the 
Popiſh Forces haſtencd back from the Loyer 
to the Seine, Henry the Third purſued 
them, and pitched his Royal Pavilion at 
S, Clow, not far from the Gatcs of Pars. 
But bis former cruelties, and perſecutions 
of the godly, were doubtleſs the hinder- 
ances ot his new cxpected Vicorics, and 
the Divine Providence {o ordered it that 
in the very place where the laſt reſolution 
was taken by himſelf, his Mother, his 
Brethren, and othcrs for the ſpeedy Exe 
cution of that brutiſh Maſſacre, about fc- 
venteen years bctore, nay in the very ſame 
Houſe of Jerom de Gondy, and in the very 
{ame Room and Chamber ( faith Fohn de 
Serves ) was murthered by Fames Clement, 
a Feſuited Monk, Anno Chriſti 158g, and 
in the nine and thixticth ycar of his 
AgC. 

This 
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This Aſaſmation was promoted by Pope 
Sixtw the Fifth, by the {editious Sermons 
of Jeſuits, Prieſts, and Friars, and by the 
perſecution of Katherine Mary, Duchels of 
Mompenſier , Siſter of the flain Duke of 
Gxiſe , who was ſo horribly tmanſported 
with malice againſt the Proteſtants, and 
with deſire of revenge upon the King, as 
ſhe proſtitued her Body to that Jeſuited 
Goat, to cncourage him the more to that 
horrid murther, and by that means to ſtu- 
pity and harden his Soul by his hlthy Luſt, 
that it might not ſtartle at any other wick- 
edneſs whatſoever. Yet as this King ſome 
Months before his Death had altered his 
former blocdy reſolution againſt the Pro= 
teſtants 3 ſo did the Divine Providence at 
his Death afford him ſome hours of Re- 
pentance, after the bloody knite had becn 
ſheathed in his Belly, in which time he 
acknowledged his fin, and his error in ha- 
ving been fo Jong, miſs-lIcad by his am- 
bitious and malicious Counſellors, and 
his fin in haviog perfccutcd his Proteſtant 
Subjcits, and for having enforced the Con- 
{cience of many to ſubmit to Popery againſt 
the known Truth by threats and cruel- 
ty. 

157. Our Queen Mary began her Reign 
with 
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with the breach of her Pwblick Faith., 
For whereas the Crown was ſet upon her 
head by the Gentry and Commons of Suf- 
folk, ( although they knew her to be a Pa- 
piſt ( which ſhews that the godly Prote- 
ſtants, whatſoever is ſuggeſted to the con» 
trary by Luſttu], Prophane,- and Popiſhly 
affetcd Perſons, are the beſt Subjes that 
any Sovereign can be happy in ) yet ſhe, in 
" one of her hrſt Ads of Council, took order 
tor thcir reftraint,Jong before the Maſr and 
Letine Service were generally received in 
London, and cauſed that Dioccls to taſt the 
ſharpeſt Inquiſition, and Perſecution that 
raged during her Reign, which was happi- 
ly ſhortened by her Husbands contemning 
her Perſon, and her Enemics conquering 
her Dominions, ncither of which ſhe had 
power either to recover, or revenge ; So 
that though ſhe dycd not by any outward 
violence, yet was her end as inglorious and 
miſerable, as her Reign had bcen turbulent 
and bloody. She might have taken warn- 
ing by the ſudden, and immaturc Death of 
King, James the Fitth of Scotland , her 
Couiin German, who, raiſing a perſecu- 
tion there, againſt his Loyal and innocent 
Subjcs that were Proteltants, Anno Chriſti 
1539. burning ſome, exiling, and impri- 
ſoning 
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ſoning others, and forcing many to blaſ+ 
pheme, in abjuring the known truth 3 and 
all by advice and procurement of James 
Beaton, Arch-Biſhop of S. Andrews, and 
David Featon, Abbot of Arbroth, his Bro- 
ther, never ſaw good day aftcr : For two 
brave young Princes his Sons, were the 
year following, cut off by untimely ends 
in their Cradles: Wars to his great dif- 
advantage and loſs were raiſed between 
him and our King Herry the Eighth, his 
Uncle, and all things fell out ſo croſs to 
his haughty and vaſt mind as that it haſten- 
ed his Deazh, which fell out Anno Chriſts 
1542, See more of him before. 

Many alſo are the Examples of Gods 
ſevere, but righteous Judgments of God 
upon Popiſh perſecuting Prelatcs, whereof 
you have ſtore of infianccs in my two Mar- 
tyrologies, and in my two Vollumes of 
Examples; 1 ſhall content my felt for the 
preſent with two or three, which though 
bricfly {ct down there, yet here more large- 


Y. 

158. Thoms Arnndal, Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, having been the ſucceſsful 
Traytor, by the help oft his Revcrerd Fcl- 
low-Biſhops, to cſtabiſh Henry the Fourth 
in the Throne of King Kichard thc Sccerd, 

lis 
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his Liege Lord, and Couſin German, 
preſſed the new King ( whoſe broken Title 
needed the ſupportmients of his Prelates ) 
to uſe his temporal Sword for the degrudti- 
on of the Diſciples of John Wickiiff, whoſe 
numbers at that time were ſo encreaſed that 
they even filled the Kingdom : The King 
aſſented. and having by their cruel inſti- 
gation, ſhed the blood of many of Gods 
Saints, his Reign proved neither long nor 
proſperous. 

159. King Hexry the Fitth. his Son, a 
brave and marſhal Prince, ſucceeding him, 
the Proteſtants began to meet more pub- 
lickly, and to proteſs the Truth more 0- 
penly than before. The Arch-Biſhop 
thereupon renews his former Suit to the 
Son, as he had before ſucceſsfully preſſed 
upon the Fathcr. In particular, he firſt 
aimed at the deftruQion of Sir Fobu Old- 
caſtle ( See bis Life in my ſecond Volume of 
Lives ) who had moſt affronted him, He, 
by. reaſon of his great Alliances, and the 
favour of his King, who called him His 
Knight, might have expcaed exemption 
from their Tyranny : But they prevailed 
with the King ( as faith Arch-Biſhop Par- 
her) Rex virum clarum , ſibique familia 
riſimum, Epiſcoporum poteſtati, & carnificine 
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1 permiſit : The King gave up this famous 
; man, and who was dear to himſelf, to the 
) power, and deſtruction of the Biſhops: 
| And yet it pleaſed God that he outlived 
this perſecuting Arch-Prelate two years at 
leaſt, For the Arch-Biſhop having mur- 
thered many godly Saints in King Henry 
| the Fourths time, and being a great ſiickler 
\ in ſtate affairs, having long before procured 
himſelf to be made Lord Chancellour of 
| England, and laſtly (in a Synod held by 
himſelf at Rocheſter ) having torbidden the 
reading of the Scriptures in EzglifÞb, and 
limited Preachers, under an heavy cenſure, 
what they ſhould treat of in the Pulpit, 
was ſoon cut off himſelf by the immediate 
hand of God, after he had condemned 
that warlike Kinght, Sir Job Old-Cajtle, 
Lord Cobham, bctore he could {ce him exec- 
cuted. For his Tongue was {o {woln, and 
} benummed that hecould neither {wallow, I 
nor ſpeak, ſome days bctore his Death: It 
being ( faith one ) the juſt Judgment of 
God upon him ( and may be a warnirg 
to all other wicked Popiſh Prelates ) that 
\ ashe had muzled up the mouths of Preack- 
ers, and kept the Scriptures from the knows 
ledge of the people, being their ſpiritual 
tood, So he ſhould neither be able to 
{ſwallow 
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ſwallow nor ſpeak, from that very minute 
that this Judgment fell upon him, and ſo 
he dyed within a few days after, in great 
torment, and extremity, by a languiſhing 
filence and famiſhment, 

A later Example we have in the admi- 
rable puniſhment of James Beton, Arch- 
Biſhop of S. Andrews in Scotland, who 
was alſo a member of the purpurated Con- 
clave at Rome, He had tor diverſe years 
been an inveterate Fnemy to the Goſpel, 
and the Profeſſors of it in that Kingdom 
under King James the Fifth: And after 
his Death, taking the advantage of the in- 
fancy of the Princeſs Mary, the Heredita» 
ry Queen of that Realm, he thought it a 
work worthy of himſelf, to double die his 
Purple Robes in the Blood of the Saints: 
And to makea full and clcar way for that 
his ſanguinary Projea, he forged a Will of 
the deceaſed King, whereby he was eſta- 
bliſhed the chief Regent there, during the 
young Ladies incapacity to Reign : From 
which yet, his falſe play being diſcovered, 
he was removed, and tor a while impri- 
foned: Yet was he no ſooner delivered, 
but he preſently cndeavourcd to raiſe a 
new and a fatal war between Enzland and 
Scotland, and to root out the Proteflors of 
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the Truth by a violent and blobdy Per- 
ſecution, And among others whom he 
cited, impriſoned, or exiled in the year 
1545. he ſ{cized upon Mr. George Wiſebeart 
( a very eloquent and learned Preacher ) 
who by the Latin Writers of that age is 
called Sophocardius, and contrary to their 
own Popiſh Canons, adjudged him to pre- 
ſent death himſclf, which is never done, 
except by the helliſh Inquiſition of Spain, 
but by delivering the Martyrs into the 
power of the Civil-Magiſtrate; And in his 
Court bcforc the Caſtle of S. Andrews , 
cauſed that bloody Sentence to be exccu- 
tcd, the ſaid Mr. Wiſeheart bcing firſt ſtrang- 
led , and his Body aftcrwards burnt to 
Aſhes The Cardinal in the mean time had 
a Chamber prepared for him, with Carpets 
and Cuſhions in the Windows, out of 
which he was a ,Triumphant SpeQator of 
this godly mans Martyrdom : From which 
window he departed, not more dclighted, 
than ( as himſelf thought ) ſecurcd 3 and 
preſently he began to fortify his Caſtle a- 
gainſt all Aſſaults. 

But Gods Judgment from Eternity a- 
warded againſt him, for this later, as wcll 
as former cruclties excrciſcd upon his faith- 
tul Servants, tlep'd uot. For within a few 

H Wccks 
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weeks aftcr, the Cardinal having falſified 
his Promiſe to the Lord Norman Leſly, Son 
of the Earl of Rothſay, a zcalous Romaniſt z 
He upon the thirteenth day of May, the 
ſame year, with about fourteen reſolute 
Gentlemen in his company, entred the ſaid 
Caſtle of S. Andrews, where the Cardinal 
lay ( having had a whore with him all that 
night ) and having firſt aſſured himſelf of 
all within, and the Gates without, he flew 
the bloody Prelate by his Bed-ſide without 
Law or Juſtice, who had but alittle before, 
moſt unjuſtly condemned and murthered 
the aforcſaid Mr, Wiſebeart, and being wil- 
ling to expoſe the dead Carcals of that cruel 
Perſecutor ( all weltring and beſmeared 
with blood ) unto the view of the People 
(who abhorred his Butcheries, and rejoiced 
at his fall) caſually they Jaid it along, to 
be ſeen of all men in that very window, 
out of which a little betorc, leaning at his 
caſe upon rich Cuſhions, he had proudly 
bcheld the death of that precious Martyr, 
161. Its very obſcrvable which Hilto- 
rians take notice of, that generally the 
greatelt Perſecutors are moſt drenched in 
the ſin of uncleanneſs, and Epicuriſm. What 
was Eſcovedo, that great Inſtrument of the 
King of Spain's cruelcies againſt the Evan- 
gelical 
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gelical Party in the Low-Comnntries, but a 
2 very Lump of Luſt, which in the end 
proved fatal to him? 

162, Peter Eſpinac, A Biſhop of Lions 
in Fraxce, was a great Perſecutor, and one 
that lived in inceſt with his own Siſter. 

163. Jobs Arch-Biſhop of S. Andrews 
in Scotlaxd, ſpent the greateſt part of the 
Revenues of his See, and the ſeiſure of 
the Proteſtants Eſtates ( whoſe mortal Eg 
nemy he was ) upon his Whores and Re- 
vellings. 

164. The Cardinal of Graxvels Veneries 
were {o manifeſt and numerous, as when 
Anno Chriſti 1574. the Kingdom of Tus, 
and the ſtrong Fort of Gulette ( foxmerly e- 
ſteemed impregnable ) were won by the © 
Turks, the Spaniards wade a jeſt of it,& ſaid 
openly, That the Cardinals Breeehes, bad 
occaſioned that loſs, meaning thereby, that 
King Philip the Second, relying chiefly 
upon his advice in that, and in moſt of the 
reſt of his important affairs, the Cardinals 
Luſts ſo took him up, that he had not lei- 
ſure to adviſe the King for the beſt, 

165. Cardinal Beton ( aforementioned ) 
wallowed at home with pollution among 
his Harlots, and ragcd abroad with the 
blood and flaughter of the innocent Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, H 2 166.1n 
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166, In that Helliſh Maſſacre on S. Bar- 
tholomew's Day, in Pars it ſelf : The Mur- 
therers there, were for the moſt part, bru- 
tiſh and luſtful Soldiers, or profane Varlets 
of the ſcum of the City, and though their 
Leaders were more noble, yet leſs virtu- 
ous. The Duke of Gniſe, and Aumale, 
Albert, Gondy, Earl of Rets, Tavanne, and 
others of them that were bred up in Luſt, 
Revellings, and all manner of Debaucheries. 
167. The next place that came neareſt 
to the crueltics exerciſed at Paris, was the 
City of Lions, where the numbers of the 
Nlain and maſſacred was fo great, that their 
Bodies being, thrown into the river Rhoda- 
nus, or Roſne, ſtained and corrupted the 
water, the violence of which ſtream, car- 
rying them down by heaps to Toros, 
( where the Inhabitants, not knowing what 
they were, but fearing that it proceeded 
from invalion by Enemies, and Pobbers, 
aſſembled themſclves in Arms together tor 
their mutual defence. ) The chiet Ring- 
leaders, and Abettors of which Butchery 
( Monheur de Thox, a Papiſt, yet an in» 
comparablc Hiſtorian, conteſſeth ) to have 
bcen Boidox,, Mormiex, and Clowu, three of 
the moſt wicked, and vilelt Varlets that a 
Kingdom could harbour ; which Boido# 
Was 
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was afterwards executed at Clermont in Au" 
vergue : And if Mormieu eſcaped a ſhameful 
end, yet ſurely he deſerved it as well as his 
Fellow Perſecutor, having before ( as Se- 
manu conteſſeth ) procured the murther of 
his own Father ? 

At Tholows alſo, a few days after, a great 
faughter of the godly was committed 3 not 
by the better ſort of Citizens, or ſober, or 
morally virtuous Papiſts ; but by one Twrry, 
and a number of other infamous, and lewd 
perſons like himfelt, who joined themſelves 
together for the cffeQting of that bloody 
Execution, 

The like Villany was perpetrated and 
done at the great City of Roan in Norman- 
dy,by one Maronie, a moſt infamous Ruffan, 
and a great many of other baſe Varlets, who 
flocked to him as to their chict Ringleadcr. 

168. But in none of them were theſe 
two helliſh fins of Adultery and Blood 
more eminently coupled together than in 
PT aygiliard, the Maſitcr Butcher at Angers, 
who having long continued in the tin of A- 
dultery, was at laſt enticed by his Harlot, to 
murther his own wite. 

169. In France, after this harbarous and 
cruel Maſſacre, the eighth day of November 
tollowing, there appcarcd a dreadful Comet, 
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cerning which, a Learned Proteſtant, pre- 
ſently after publiſhed an elaborate Poem, 
wherein he preſaged, that it was Gods He- 
rald or Meſſenger to denounce his Judg- 
ment quickly to enſue upon that Kingdom 
for their late inhumane Butcheries. Thelc 
Verſes were ſcarcely come abroad, when 
there ſuddenly broke out in Poictox, a new, 
dreadful, and before unknown Diſeaſe, 
commonly called the PoictovinCholick, which 
miſerably waited that goodly Kingdom for 
above thirty years after, This Diſcaſe was 
accompanied with many extreme pains and 
torments, not only in the outward Parts of 
the Body, butalſoin the inward and Vitals, 
inſomuch as it drew on diverſe horrid Con- 
vulſions, and in many, blindneſs before it 
killed them, The ſirange Original, the 
hidden nature, and thoſe unparallel'd tor- 
ments which it produced, ſometimes rc- 
ſembling the very ſtabs, and gaſhcs made 
with Swords, and Ponyards, gave all im- 
partial judgments juſt ground to conclude, 
that it was the finger of God himſelf in 
puniſhing the mercileſs Murthers of his 
Dcar Saints, 

170, But though the brutiſh, goatiſh 
Papiſts were ſo cruel and inhumane, yet 0- 
thers there were of more moral and mcdc- 

rate 
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rate Princiciples, who in their very Souls 
abhorred and deteſted thoſe barbarous pra- 
ices, Monſieur de Thox in his unparal- 
IePd Hiſtory tells us, that himſelf was about 
nineteen years old when that horrible and 
Helliſh Maſſacre was committed in Paris on 
S. Bartholomews Day, which fell out that 
year on the Lords Day, and did in his very 
ſoul abhor the cruelty and ſavageneſs there- 
of, when in his paſſage through the ſtreets 
to-Mattins that Morning, he met with di- 
verſe Villains, dragging along the dead Bo- 
dy of Hterom Grolet, late Governour of Or- 
leance, all weltring with gaſtly wounds in 
his own Blood : At which fight his Heart 
rclenting,, and mourning inwardly , not 
daring to ſhed tears publickly, hc haftened 
home to the Houfe of Chriſtopher de Thox,his 
Father, who at that time was the chict Pre- 
ſident of the Parliament in Paris, there trce- 
ly to deplore that execrable Butchery z as 
did alſo the ſaid Chriſtopher, his Father. * 
171. Vidus Faber Pibratius, Fobn Mervil= 
ler, Belleuren, all emincnt men, with all the 
judicious, and morally virtuous Papijts in 
that City, did Chriſtianly hide, and fo pre- 
ſerved many Proteſtants from a wretchle(s 
maſſacring. Nay, Arman Gunta'd, the old 
Marſhal Biroza ( Father of Charles, Duke of 
H 4 Biron, 
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Biron, that was beheaded in King Herry the 
Fourth's time ) when the Deputies of Ro- 
chel came to him, ſome few weeks after that 
bloody Execution, to treat of a peaceable 
accomodation of their affairs, he ſhed many 
tears in their preſence upon his execrating 
the Authors of that Cruelty, and acknow- 
ledged the great Mercy of God to him that 
he neither knew of it,nor had any hand in it. 

At the City of Lions allo, where the inhu- 
manity of the Murtherers almoſt equalled 
that of Paris, Mandelot the Governor there, 
did his beſt to have prevented it, and in his 
Heart ( with many other grave and ſober 
Gitizens of the Komiſh Religion ) utterly 
detclicd it, And when the ſlaughtered Bo+ 
dics that were tumbled into the River of 
Roſne, were carried down with the ſtream 
to Tornou, Valence, Vienne, and Burg, con- 
tiguous to the ſame River, the Papiſts there, 
gencrally deteſted the cruclty thereot : And 
at Arles, where for want of Springs, and 
Ponds thcy had moſt uſc of that River wa- 
ter; yct they ſo much abhorred that Butch- 
ery,as they would ncither drink thercot, nor 
yct cat any of the Fiſh taken therein, tor 
diverſc days after : And generally in all Pro- 
vence, thoſe of the Romiſh Religion drew the 
mangled Bodies out of the watcr, and with 
grcat humanity interred them, 172, 
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172. Monſieur Carragie, a Noble Gentle. 
man, who was Governour of the great Ci- 
ty of Roan in Normandy, did likewiſe 
poſe the Maſſacres there to the utmoſt of his 

wer. Asdid allo Jemes Benedi& Larga- 
Lofton, the Prime Senator of Burdeaxx, who 
thereby became himſelf in danger to have 
been ſlain by thoſe ſeditious Varlets, who 
at firſt had been ſtirred up to commit thoſe 
outrages by the ſeditious Sermons of a luſt- 
ful Jeſwite, called Eminund Anger. 

173. Claudws, Earl of Tende, a Deſcen- 
dant of the illuſtrious Houle of Savoy, Go 
vernour of Provence, Monſieur de Gordes , 
Governour of Daxlphany, Monſieur Sante- 
ran, Governour of Awuvergne, and Francis 
Duke of Memorancy, abſolutely refuſed to 
ſuffer any Maſſacres to be committed in ſuch 
places as were under any of their Govern- 
ments : So as the Rochelers in their Decla- 
ration {ct out the ſame year, do acknow- 
ledge that all ſuch Romaniſfts, who had but 
any humanity left in them, did in their 
Hearts abhor, and with their Mouths deteſt 
thoſe abominable outrages and helliſh cru- 
clties. 

174. And as the ſoberer and modeſter 
ſort of Papiſts abhorred ſuch brutiſhneſs, ſo 
alſ6 they difſwaded from the ſame. 

That 
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That Noble Gentleman David Hamilton 
gave this advice to James, Earl of Arran; 
then Regent of Scotland Anno 1545. when 
Cardinal Beto would have perſwaded him 
to have joined with him in the Perſecution 
and Slaughter of the godly in that King- 
dom: I canxot but wonder, (aid he, that you 
ſhould give up the innocent Servants of God, 
againſt whom no Crime, is objetied, but the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, into the hands and 


ww power of men moſt infamous for Luſt, Cruelty, 


and all other wickedneſs , which in the mean 
time theſe very Enemies of the Truth them- 
* ſelves cannot deny that the lives of ſuch as pro- 
feſs this Dotirine which they ſs hate, are full 
of integrity and virtue: And therefore altbough 
the profane and bloody Prelates could never be 
drawn to pity Gods Children, much leſs to love 
them for their piety and innocency(being there- 
in more inbumane than diverſe of the Hea- 
then Emperors themſelves, who, upon the in- 
formation of the virtuous and harmleſs deport- 
ment of the Chriſtians, by their Governors of 
Provinces, cauſed their Perſecntions to be ſlack- 
ed and ceaſed ) ct diverſe Princes and mo- 
derate Pontificians, have been moved by the 
upright and honeſt lives of Gods Children 
to further their Liberty of Conſcience, and 
to abhor the cruelties which other Papiſts 
have praCtiſcd upon then, 175, 
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175. Maximilianthe Emperour, ſon of 
Ferdinand the Second, and Francs the Firſt, 
the French King were hence per{waded to 
grant unto their own ſubjets freedom of 
Conſcience. 

176; The Earl of Egmont, and Horn 
(though zealous Papiſts ) laboured with the 
Dutcheſs of Parma, that the Low-Comntry 
Proteſtants might be free from Fines, impriſon- 
ments, and all other manner ef Perſecutions in 
reſped of Religion, 

177, Under Francis the Second, the 
French King Anno Chriſti 1560. by the ex- 
cellent and learned ſpeeches of Charles Ma- 
rillack, Arch-Biſhop of Vienze, and John de 
Monlu, Biſhop of Valence treely ſpoken be- 
fore the King himſelf in behalf of the French 
Proteſtants , all Perſecution againſt them 
was reſtrained, The faid Biſhop among o- 
ther particulars, affirming boldly, that a 
great encreaſe of the Sectaries proceeded 
from the ignorance and evil lives of the Bi- | 
ſhops,who having laid afide the care of their ' 
Flocks, had, for many years nade it their 
butineſs to enhanſe their Fines, and Rents, 
and to live deliciouſly, and looſely ; ſo as 
there were ſometimes forty of them ſeen at 
once together, waſting their time in Luxury 
and idleneſs in Pars : the care of thei 
Churrches 
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Churches being in the mean time turned 0- 
ver to young and ignorant Fellows. And ſo 
the Biſhops becoming blind and uſeleſs ; the 
Pariſh Prieſts alſo, following the Example of 
their Diocclans, were only intent upon 
ſpoiling and vexing their people about their 
Tithes, but were wholly unskilful and neg- 
ligent in preaching to them : And that there- 
fore it was no wonder, though diverſe of 
the Nobility as well as of the common peo 
ple, did fo readily hearken to new Opini- 
ons, and Doftrines. 

The ſame Counſel, that the Conſcience 
ought not to be forced, nor any to be perſe- 
cuted for matters of Religion meerly, did 
Michael Hoſpitalius, Chanccllour of France, 
give unto Charles the Ninth, the ſame year 
that he ſucceded to the Crown, after the 
death of the ſaid Francs, his Brother, 

178. By thcle foregoing Examplcs we 
* may plainly (ce,that their (clt-love, and wal- 
lowing in all manner of ſenſuality, is the 
great cauſe of their hatred to the godly, 
whoſe lives and principles oppoſe thcir 
wickednel(s and errors. The perſecutions 
of the Arriaxs againſt the Orthodox,exceedcd 
the cruelty of the Heathen Emperours, but 
this of the Romaniſts far {urpaſſeth and cx- 
ceeds them both being joincd together, 

179, Pope 
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179. Pope Paul the Third, left this 
bloody Legacy to his Conclave when he 
dyed Anno Chriſti 1359. ( as is teſtified by 
Mounſieur de Thow ) For having called di- 
verſe of the Cardinals into his Bed-cham- 
ber, he exhorted them by all means to con- 
tinue and maintain the Office of the Inqui- 
ſition, as the only means left upon earth to 
| eſtabliſh the Romane Religion. | 
| 180, It may cauſe wonder in any ſerious 
man to conſider that amongft the Tarks 
Jews, Indians, yea, and the Papitts them» 
{clves, the moſt zealous, ſtridt, and preciſe 
in their ſeveral Religions, are the moſt e= 
ſeemed and honuured 3 and only in the .— 
greater part of the Proteſtant Churches, the 
moſt knowing and reſolute retainer, of the 
truth, and the moſt irit and godly in their 
lives, are meſt hated, nick-named,diſgraced, 
and perſecuted : And Grace which ſhould Wl 
add a luſtre to Learning, Riches, Honours, | 
Noble Extraction, and all other outward 
endowments, whether natural or acquired, 
that alone obſcures all the reſt, and brings 
| the contempt, not only of great ones, but 
| even of the ſcum, and dregs ot the nultitude 
upon the perſons fo. qualitcd, 
181. Sir John Oldcaltle, Lord Cobham , 
| in the Reign of our King Hezry the Fifth, 
| being 
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being convented before Thomas Arundel, 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and diverſe 0- 
ther luſiful and bloody Biſhops, ſpake thus 
unto them : Whileſt I was, ſaid he, a Swear- 
er, a Rioter, and every wayelſ+ vicious, you ne- 
ver reproved me, nor queſtioned me : But ſince 
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Wickliff, which bath taught me how to con- 
quer my Sins, and to lead an honeſt end a god- 
ly life, now you are enraged againit me with 
malice, and ſeek my deſiruttion. 

182, The ſame obſervation was made by 
Annu du Bourg, that brave Senator of Pa- 
ris Anno Chriſt: 1559, under King Henry the 
Second of France ; That there were many A» 
dulteries, Perjuries, Oaths, and other infa- 
mous offences dayly committed, and al- 
ready puniſhable by the Laws, and yet ſuch 
as wcre guilty of all, or any of thoſe cringes 
were countenanccd and advanced : Bulk 
gainſt the Profeſſors of the Truth all cruelty 
was practiſed, who were guilty of no other 
offence, but of embracing the truth of the 
Goſpel revealed unto them by the Spirit, 
and Word of God, and of diſcovering, by 
the ſame Light, the horrible vices, and er- 
rors of the Popiſh power that ſo there might 
follow an amcndment. 

183. Experience fulſiciently o_—_ 

that 


foz Perlecutozs. "x15 
that Perſecution hath never been a way to 
ſuppreſs the Truth 3 and ſurely its againſt 
the Dictates of Charity and Chriſtianity to 
enforce the conſcience , without a full and 
clear conviction. This was confeſſed by 
King Henry the Third of France ( one of 
the moſt impotent Princes ( ſaith a learned 
Gentleman ) that ever ſwayed that Scepter, 
and the moſt inveterate Enemy that ever the 
Protcſtants had, having bcen inſtructed to 
hate, betray, and perſecute them, by Kathe- 
rine de Medices, his bloody Mother, even 
from his very cradle, ) yet when James Cle- 
ment, a Jeſuited Monk, had ſhcathed a knife 
in his Bowels, and that he ſaw himſelf near 
to the Minute in which he was to give an 
account of all his crueltics to the ſupreme 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, he made an cf- 
teftual ſpeech to the chick Commanders of 
his Army, being moſt of them Papifts : 
wherein he exhortcd them to acknow+ 
ledge and obcy the King of Navar ( then a 
Protcſtant ) as their lawtul Soveraign, and 
the undoubted Heir of the French Crown : 
and to know this undoubted truth tor the 
future : That Religion which is inſtilled into 
the Souls of men by God himſelf, cannot be 
forced by man, 
1384, The ſame Truth alſo, and almoſt 
in 
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in the ſame words did the Lord Brederode, 
and the other Proteſtants in the Low- 
Commries alledge for their juſt excuſe in 
their joint Apology, publiſhed in the year 
1566, and farther added : That if the Pa- 
pifts did conceive their Rcligion to be the 
Truth, they ſhould inſtead of Blood, Fines, 
Impriſonings, and Baniſhments, take the 
good, and fſeaſonable counſel of the Learn- 
cd Gamaliel, and try a while, whether the 
Proteſtants ſeparation from them, were of 
God or no. For otherwiſe, if by force, 
——_— they ſhould compel them to 
profeſs and praQice thoſe actions in Gods 
Worſhip, which they accounted abomin- 
able; and ſhould alſo reſtrain them from 
the practice of thoſe Duties towards God, 
wherein they were convinced the truth of 
his Service confilted, their Conſciences 
muſt needs be ſhipwrack'd and undone, and 
ſo inſtead of making them new Converts, 
they ſhould leave them Atheiſts and Lis 
bertines, 
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